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LESSON OF SUBMISSION. 
[From Saiidi.] 
BY PAUL HAYNE. 
EN YOUSSUF, bound to Mecca, day by day 
Toiled bravely o’er the desert’s fiery way, 
Till its hot sands and flint-sown courses sore 
Pressed on the broidered sandals which he wore, 
Scorching and cutting! at the last they fell 
Loosely abroad ;—he seemed to fare through hell, 
So blistering now, the flame-hued rocks and dust :— 
“O mighty Allah!” cried he, “art thou just, 
To let thy faithful pilgrim, serving thee, 
Pass onward, thus, in nameless agony ?” 
With bitter thoughts and half-rebellious mind 
He left, at length, the desert sands behind, 
And still in that dark temper—far from grace— 
Went where his brethren midst the Holy Place 
Kneeled, by the Caéiba’s sanctity enthralled ;— 
Lo! there he marked a smitten wretch who crawled 
Nearer the shrine, on bleeding hands and knees,— 
Yet his deep eyes were stars of prayer and ‘peace ;— 
And ah, how Youssuf’s heart remorseful beat, 
To find he lacked not only shoes, but—feet ! 








“OH, DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED!” 
BY THE REY. ABBOTT E, KITTREDGE. 


HIS is the first line of one of our Sabbath-school 
hymns; and if the melody to which the words are 
adapted has become so familiar as to lose its charm to 
our ears, the hymn iteelf must always remain a precious 
inspiration to the little ones who are striving to climb 
up Zion’s hill,— 
Oh, do not be discouraged, 
For Jesus is your friend! 
Bat the Sabbath-school teacher needs this inspiration as 
much as, and, perhaps more than, the scholar; for how 
often do we grow discouraged in our work, and doubt 
God’s promises, which are “ yea and amen in Christ 
Jesus”! The most earnest, faithful teachers are, per- 
haps, the most liable to fall into this sin; for in their 
eagerness to see all of their scholars on the Lord’s side, 
they grow heavy-hearted when one or more continue un- 
re.onciled to God, resisting the Holy Spirit and the 
words of loving entreaty. 

It has been the privilege of the writer to be intimately 
connected with the Sanday-school work for over twenty 
years; and ve«y many have been the instances, in his 
own experience, which have been a rebuke to religious 
despondency and a monument to the faithfulness of our 
covenant-keeping God. But, within a few weeks, a letter 
bas come to hand, every word of which is an echo of 
the old hymn,— 

Oh, do not be discouraged, 

For Jesus is your friend ! 
The letter is dated, “ Joungoo, British Barmah, Indis, 
January 22, 1876,” and the writer was a member of my 





class of young girls in the old church of my childhood. 
She was the only unconverted scholar when I resigned 
my position as teacher; and, like many others in your 
classes, fellow-teachers, her continued and persistent in- 
difference was a heavy burden to her teacher’s heart, so 
that he needed sadly the inspiration of the hymn, “Oh, 
do not be discouraged!” ‘“ Would she ever come to 
Jesus?” Was one of my clzss to be found on the left 
hand of the Judge? Questions such as these would arise 
in my mind, and my faith was sinfully weak, when, on 
the last Sabbath, I spoke to them of the blessed Saviour, 
and this one scholar refased to yield her heart to him who 
died to save her soul, More than twenty years have 
passed away, and some of that class have been called 
“up higher;” I learn now the history of this scholar, and 
while my feeble faith is rebuked, I behold another monu- 
ment to the faithfulness of the Master of the vineyard, 
who watches every seed sown in prayer, and causes it to 
spring forth, in his own time, a harvest grain to his glory. 
May I give you a few passages from this letter, for the 
encouragement of Sabbath-school teachers? She says: 
*T love to think of those old days in Roxbury, and I 
look back with especial pleasure to the Sunday-school. 
Some of the lessons are as fresh to my mind now as then. 
Not mary in those days cared for my soul, or, at least, 
not enough to speak kindly and honestly with me... . 
Although by great effort I managed to keep up an indif- 
ferent exterior, the Hcly Spirit used to work mightily in 
my heart. That dreadful pride that Satan bownd *, 
with,—if I could only have broken through that, I should 
have been saved many long years of doubt and dar 
I was afraid to trust the Lord wholly; I was afraid, 
did, I should have to be a missionary, or, rather, I 
I had no excuse for not being one. It was no pl 
prospect, and many a bargain did I try to make with the 
Holy Spirit to be let off from that; anything else, was 
my constant feeling. ... At last the Lord by a season 
of doubt and utter despair led me to give up that and 
wait his will... . How little we know what is best for 
us! Little did I think I should come to count it my 
highest joy to work for him in ‘foreign lands ; that, in 
stead of a sacrifice, it would bea praise-cffaring. At this 
moment, I would not willingly exchange places with 
any one in America. We have been here now ten years. 
and so have given the work a pretty good trial.” 
Sabbath-school teacher, do not be discouraged; keep 
on sowing the precious seed, and water it daily with 
your prayers, and then trust God that every seed will 
come up. You may not see the waving grain till twenty 
years have passed by, yes, it may never gladden your 
eyes while you labor on in the earthly vineyard; but by 
and by, when sowers and reapers are gathered home, all 
will be there whom you have sought to win to Ohrist. 
“Oh, do not be discouraged!” but work earnestly, pa- 
tiently, lovingly and joyfully, knowing that Jehovah 
Jesus will take care of the harvest grain. 





RECEIVING THE BENEDICTION. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD, 


HAVE adear friend who has lived a very retired life 

in the country. She is fall of enthusiasm as to the 
International lessons, and I had often promised styself 
the pleasure of spending a Sunday in the city with her, 
showing her my pet mission-school, and then taking her 
on the Monday to some Sunday-school meeting. Time 
and again we had planned for all this, but there were so 
many things that had to be “ accordin’” that we almost 
began to despair of our trip, when suddenly, as will 
sometimes happen when we are not too anxious about a 
pleasure, our way was made plain. There was a lull as 
to measles, whooping-cough, and other childish ailments, 
a substitute happened along for our Sunday-school du- 
ties, and, above all, it was the third Sunday in the 
month, so we could attend the meeting for teachers held 
on that night, 


As we rode back to our station on the Tuesday, I said, 

“ Have not you enjoyed it all ?” 

“Very, very much,” she said; “but I felt a little 
pained and disappointed last night.” 

My face fell, fur I had erjoyed the meeting intensely, 
and felt roused to new efforts in my Sunday-school work. 

* What disappointed you?” 

“Simply that when I felt sure I was among God's own 
people,—his close followers,—they should ask for the 
blessing of God, the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, and 
then not wait one moment in silence for an answer. I 
saw among the audience several very young girls, one or 
two I fancied I had seen the day before in your friend’s 
Bible-class. What a want of reverence is taught them 
by such a hurried manner of giving, or rather receiving, 
the benediction! Now, really, what shou'd you do, if 
your own scholars should, as you said ‘ May the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with you all,’ should, I 
say, hurriedly respond, ‘ Amen,’ and eeize their hats and 
coats to rush off, or begin to chat with their acquaint- 
ances near them?” 

“T should give them a disorderly mark. I quite agree 
with you, but you see I am so used to that way of receiv- 
ing the blessing at such meetings, that, though I have 
always regretted it, it did not shock me as it has you, 
Bit now, to be practical, how would you remedy it?” 
“My dear, I am so glad that it is aot my place to 
ccmedy it; if it were, that ':, if I were a ‘tity Sunday- 










bod Sunday-school (with a bow to me!) 
solemn manner of pronouncing the 
pd silent prayer after, taught my scholars to 
e in this matter, if, as I said, I were some- 
ir. —— or Mr, So-and- So’s wife, I should try 
1 all the leaders of these meetings. I should 
talk Poy aly earnestly, reminding them how the gift of 
the Holy Spirit came in the apostles’ time,—how they 
were praying, and “when they had prayed, the place 
was shaken,” the answer came; aud I should beg them 
to let this crowning act of God’s worship bs properly 
performed, If I knew any really influential man well 
enough, I should tell him how the solemn hush after the 
benediction has been blessed to me, and how, in attend- 
ing their meeting last night, I felt deprived of a special 
gift of God’s grace by the careless manner in which the 
benediction was received. I should tell him, it seemed 
to me as if the Spirit was there, waiting to enter into 
peculiar “fellowship” with us, and after hearing of His 
presence we all slighted him by jumping up and harry- 
ing cff. There! I have forgotten where we were, and 
here is our station, and instead of telling some great su- 
perintendent, or the Rov. Mr. ——, of his duties, I must 
hurry back to my own,” 

Now, my dear quiet friend will be very much surprised 
to see what she “should say” in print, but I want it to 
reach the consciences of some of the leaders of our meet- 
ings. Is there not need of more reverence in this mat- 
ter? More than one earnest teacher feels that such is 
the case. Let us have a moment’s quiet hush after the 
benediction has been pronounced, It might be as well 
for the leader of the jmeeting, for a few weeks, to give 
notice of this “quiet time.” Can we not try it, at any 
rate? 


RELIG ION IN COMMON SCHOOLS. 
BY W. H, VAN DOREN, D.D, 


N AX MULLER in his article in the Contemporary on 

this subject, alludes to a great debt Germany owes 
to this felend of the youth. Professor Haggenbach, in his 
invaluable work on the seventeenth and eighteenth can- 
turies,speaks of the relations public education in Getmany 
sustained to morality. One reformer forbade teathers 
naming God to children before ten years of age, Mr. Base- 
dow must harmonizs Protestants, Romanists, and Moham- 





medans, as to the principles of religion. England is 








594 


THE SUNDAY-SOHOOL TIMES. 





© 


[Vol. XVIIL., No. 38 





aoe = 





greatly exercised as to whether the entire generation now 
in public schools shall grow up Christian or heathen. 

Persons trained in a creed, imsegine that unless all 
revealed truth be taught, education must necessarily be 
infidel. It is true that the gospel that saves, can never 
be divorced from the cross, It is as plain as the sun in 
the noondsy heavens, that all opposition to the Bible in 
our common :chocls, springs from a disrelish for the 
character of Ohrist as a redeemer. They care not a rush 
for the Bible, but they will continue until the millennial 
morn waging a war of extermination sgainst the hum- 
bling truths of the cross. 

Bat such is the combined clamor of skeptics and 
Romanists, that our people actually begin to think they 
scent from afar the +pirit of persecution. Bible morality 
is the corner-stone of our national being. It was Cole- 
ridge who predicted our glorious union wculd soon be 
shattered into a number of splendid fragments. Without 
B ble honesty our doom is certain. How can our schools, 
our sheet-anchor, be chained to the Bible? Let our 
teachers in each certificate be bound to pursue a prudent 
but correct course, as far as they go. 

Honesty, its binding nature to God’ and to man, is 
inclining towards heaven, althcugh it will never carry 
one thither, 

1. In the peculiar doctrines of the Bible, all of its 
friends are bound, as parents, to train their children, in 
the family and in the church, This responsibility, in 
the face of 7 000,000 of Romanists, no believer in God’s 
word can shift from himself to another. Whether our 
public schools teach the entire Westminster Oatechism 
or nothing but atheism, this duty is the same, and binds 
the contc'ence during life. All Christian parents ought 
to thank God for the privilege. 

2. No public schools are ever likely or even expected 
to teach their hundreds of thousands of pupils the great 
outiines of Christianity. Not until the millennium 
= can this be even dreamed of, much less hoped 
or. 

8. The history of gospel morality, for eighteen centu- 
ries, proves that human liberty and happiness have been 
the offspring of this morality, the practice of an in- 
flexible adherence to truth, srd honesty, and an utter 
condemnation of all kinds of dishonesty. Against the, 
practice of truth (to say nothing of divine grace neces- 
sary to enable any one to live a life of perfect truthfal- 
ness) mankind have waged unceasing war. From the 
dishonesty of our first parents, down to the leading mem- 
ber of the apostolic band, mankind have been given to 
falsehood. Jetuitiem is a sin of universal humanity. 

Even Peter, after the fearful fall and the three years 
teaching and tender rebuke of the Son of God, fell into 
this practice at Antioch ; and what can be said of Jerome, 
the model Romish saint, who, commenting on this verse, 
wri tes Paul and Peter, the Apostles, agreed to act the lie 
before the Jews and Christians of Antioch, Further he 
justifies dissembling by John’s example, pretending great 

zeal for Baal’s worehip. In his essay on Calvinism, the 
eloquent historian Froude distinctly lays down the 
principle, that an inflexible adherence to truth was the 
basis of all the glories that cluster rcund the twenty-five 
millions of Christian martyrs. 

An honesty that stands amid all temptations practised 
by our American people, and ingrained as one of the 
high, grand, fondamental principles of all acts; all 
words, all places, would revolutionize our natien. So 
many have proved false, and fair names have been 
blasted, such tremendous wrecks of characterbeen suf- 
fered, 80 many circles ruined, so many happy homes 
de solated through dishonesty, the overwhelming value 
of truth ground into the heart and lives of each child in 
our public schools, is seen. 

Besides, if our teachers, and all the authc rity they can 
bring to bear, can train one generation of cur youth to live 
and act the truth, will it not prove a victory for our com- 
mon schools, that even Christians might envy? Let the 
following principle then be endorsed on every certificate 
given to teach in our common schools, 

1, To inculcate daily in every class-room, and during 
all proper occasions, the binding duty of speaking the 
truth and acting honesty, 

2. The moral guilt, and fearful peril attending false- 
hood in thought, word and deed. 





THE SWEARER WHO RESENTED REBUKE, 
BY T. B. 


AS English gentleman riding in an omnibus through 

one of the streets of London, was talking very 
loudly and profanely on some subject that excited him. 
Anger had made him forget both his courtesy and his 
self-respect, for (though we have named him such) no 





gentleman will disgrace his conversation with profane 
language, 

Anuelderly passenger, whom a close observer might have 
judged to be a military officer, bore the swearer’s violence 
with evident uneasiness, and when he began to curse by 
the name of the Lord Jesus he mildly spoke to him, and 
begged him to desist. So far from producing the desired 
effect, the rebuke put the man in a blind rage, and, re- 
gardless of his reprover’s age and well-bred kindness of 
manner, he answered him with oaths and abuse. 

“T am sorry you resent my reasonable request,” said 
the elderly gentleman, calmly, “but I cannot hear you 
blaspheme the name of my Friend and Master, who is 
very dear to me. If you have not sufficient sense of 
courtesy and propriety to cease such language here, you 
will force me to do what I very much dislike to do.” 

At that the profane man in a greater rage defied him, 
and dared him to “ do his worst.” 

The elderly gentleman immediately stopped the omni- 
bus and got out. 

“Oall your policeman, if you will,” continued the 
swearer, as the vehicle moved on. ‘“ Who ever saw sueh 
impertinence? The idea of his threatening me !’’ and 
he was adding more abuse when some of the other pas- 
sengers, themselves disgusted with his violence, remon- 
strated. 

“You are mistaken in that gentleman, sir,” said one. 
“ He is one of the noblest men in England, a gallant offi- 
cer, and entirely above anything mean. What he said 
to you was no impertinence nor idle threat. He has 
already done precisely what he told you you would com- 
pel him to do.” 

‘“ And what is that?” asked the man, quickly. 

“He meant that he must get out and walk, a thing 
hard for him to do, since he is advanced in years and 
rather infirm,—and the large sums he spends in benevo- 
lence certainly make it worth something to him to save 
a ride when he pays its price.” 

‘© Who is he ?” demanded the man, in some surprise. 

“One of our great Christian philanthropists, His 
name is Admiral Hope.” 

The crest-fallen swearer at once signaled the driver 
to stop. “Give me his address,—in case I should not 
fing him,” he said. “I must follow that man, and apolo- 
gize to him.” 

He found the Christian admiral, apologized, and 
thanked him for his reproof. 

The best of the little story is, that it was told by the 
swearer himself, who is now a sincere follower of the 
Saviour he once blesphemed. 


PEOPLE WITHOUT BACKBONE, 
BY MRS, AMELIA E, BARR, 





“ Now they will have this, 
Now they will have that, 
And now they will have— 
They don’t know what.” 


SSPNVHE irresolute, equeezable, boneless bodies that 

canna tak care o’ themeelves!”—who does not 
know people cf this molluscous nature? mere heaps of 
moral jelly, loose in all their mental hinges,—leaky, 
spongy, and with no really bad intentions doing infi- 
nite evil. For evil is not to be excused because it is 
evilin the simply passive conjugation,— being led ; since 
this very weakness is the agent by which more malig- 
nant wickedness works. 

These weak characters are generally, too, painfully 
sensitive ones; and though the world does not much 
trouble itself about them, they are the very people willing 
to sacrifice most for its good opinion. Doubtless in con- 
sidering what every one thinks about them they suffer a 
good deal; but their sufferings command no respect; 
Mr. Toots, buttoning or unbuttoning his gloves, according 
as every one advised him, has as much respectable sym- 
pathy in his perplexity. 

Nay, even when moral timidity is united with personal 
courage it scarcely wins more consideration. What a 
picture Macaulay draws of such a man in the physically 
brave, but morally weak, General Conway! “ Afraid of 
disobliging the king,—afraid of being abused by the news- 
papers,—afraid of being thought factious if he went out, 
—afraid of being thought interested if he stayed in,— 
afraid of everything, and afraid of being known to be 
afraid of anything.” Justly enough, in spite of his 
wealth, rank, and physical courage, the world held such 
a@ man at the cheapest. 

For though society permits men to indulge in caprices 
of vision, it sanctions no caprice in purpose. It allows 
men to change their opinions, but it holds in contempt 
those who hesitate among a variety of opinions. Such 





men perplex it, for “a double-minded man is unstable 
jn all his ways.” “ This one thing I do,” said Paul,—not 
that he meant a oneness of exertion, for he did a thou- 
sand things, but a oneness of purpose which combined 
them all, and gave them the same direction. 

No one virtue; nor prudence, nor thrift, nor perseve- 
rance, nor judgment, contains an adequate definition of 
what the world understands by moral backbone, It is* 
not dependent on the intellectual faculties; nay, the 
lofiest genius is often a lost quantity for want of it; while 
men without talent, without intellectual activity, are yet 
thoroughly respected if they have moral purpose and 
strength of will. Butif the moral region of the will is 
tossed about with every wind of doctrine and every ca- 
price of the imagination, the man is a soft, quaggy, resist- 
leas brain-point, on which no one relies with satisfaction 
or safety. 

In business, such people are simply exasperating. They 
never have the necessary papers, they are never punc- 
tual, they never keep an engagement, They float into 
your affairs without any definite purpose, their vague 
talk tires the brain to bring it to a focus, they are fall of 
delays and excuses, their accuracy in dates or in prices 
amounts to “about;” nothing they undertake is done 
decently and in order. 

People who like to have something absolute,—some 
one inch, at least, of firmly laid foundation,—cannot help 
wondering how a life is made endurable which has no 
clear outline and no definite purpose; and this state of 
mental fog strikes them as still more painful when the 
spiritual condition of such minds is considered. For to 
men of this kind no question of faith is clearly made out, 

They are struck with every novel opinion, and are led 
after every “lo, here!” or “lo, there!” They are always 
announcing confidently some new truth, out of which they 
are argued by the first opponent. Every fresh pretender 
bowls them with equal facility over fresh ground; and 
they rather pride themselves on being so “ open to convic- 
tion.” But surely it is a reproach, and not a commen- 
dation, to beever learning, and never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. If we cannot decide what is 
truth, how are we to live by it? And who has ever seen 
a steady, consistent life the fruit of a loose creed ? 

These spiritual vagrants who have no settled faith are 
easily known in any religious community. They are 
birds of passage, flying from one congregation to another. 
They enter no school, and therefore are subject to no 
discipline. They are attached to no corps in the army 
of Heaven, and therefore have no drill, and no wage, and 
no warfare, Every Sabbath morning they decide afresh 
where they shall go ; novelty or curiosity generally settle 
the question, and thus they “ heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears.” 

I have used the masculine pronoun hitherto, but un- 
fortunately the type in all its variations has feminine ~ 
parallels ;—soft-eyed, quiet little women mostly, often 
without any personal vicious proclivities, and yet who 
keep the most demoralizing houses ia the neighborhood. 
For by the mere lack of moral strength they are the oc- 
casion of infinite moral wrong. Not being able to en- 
force order, they encourage disorder, dishonesty, and all 
the vices that follow in their train. Their servants be- 
come thieves; their boys “go to the bad ;’’ their girls 
grow up “ fast and loud.” 

Fortunately for the world, women of this kind are sel- 
dom attracted by men of the same stamp. Their ideal is 
some grave, strong, passion-mastered Greatheart, with 
just one weak spot in his heart, where Love may queen 
it over Wisdom, And, somehow, men of this strong 
stamp are very apt to accept the little woman whose self- 
restraint goes to the winds on every slight occasion as 
eminently womanly ! Yet they must know, if they judge 
her by the one inflexible moral standard, that, in taking 
her for better or worse, the chances are very much on the 
side of the worse. For such women are an element not 
to work out any useful destiny for themselves, but t2 be 
used ; they are driven like sheep before a definite idea 
and a resolute will, no matter,how pernicious it may be. 

If there was no hope for such characters, there would 
be little use in defining] them; but though “ it is a great 
happiness to be born good,” I think as great happiness 
may be derived from a constant, manful, and womanful 
endeavor to grow in goodness against all gur natural and 
circumstantial enemies ; and this, though a hard fight, is 
not a hopeless one, for “ character is the effect and force 
of good habits, and habit is produced only by constancy 
and consistency in acting.” 

Therefore let us bein every good work “ steadfast and 
immovable ;” and “ the God of all grace, who hath called 
us unto his eternal glory by Jesus Christ, after that we 
have suffered awhile will make us perfect, stablish, 


strengthen, settle us.” 
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OUT IN THE COLD. 
BY M, E, WINSLOW. 


[Suggested by a painting in the Centennial Exhibition, wherein 
Bonos Da Dura, the traitor of Manfredos, King of Sweden, lies dead 
from starvation and cold on the steps of a convent church, from 
whose half-opened door the monks are gazing timidly out. | 

UT in the cold! 
O monks of old! 

Peep from your half-closed door, 
Through the taper’s flick’ring rays, 
Down where on the dead ye gaze, 

Dead on your marble floor. 

Say ! were ye sleeping, ye monks of old, 
That ye left the wayfarer out in the cold ? 


Out in the cold! 
The traitor bold 
Knocked on the carven oak; 
None of ye heard,— 
No man of ye stirred,— 
The thud of his mail-clad stroke. 
And long before the matin-bell tolled, 
The knight lay frozen out in the cold. 


Out in the cold! 
The world grown old, 
Hoary with frost and snow, 
Drives men in 
By peril and sin 
To the church’s gateway below. 
Though to all good they be traitors so bold, 
Shall her deaf ears leave them out in the cold? 


Out in the cold! 
The young and the old, 
Weary with sorrow and pain; 
Childhood’s soft knocks, 
Bold, heavy shocks 
From men who would enter amain; 
Church of the holy! your death-knell is tolled, 
If longer ye let them stay out in the cold! 


Oh, not in the cold ! 
Its taper to hold 
The church has opened its door ; 
Its portals are wide, 
There is room inside 
For the needy forevermore. 
No longer it weareth this shame as of old 
Of leaving its suppliants out in the cold. 


Not in the cold! 
Into the fold, 
Warm with love’s radiant fire, 
Drawing them in, 
Stooping to win, 
Raising the fallen higher. 
Pure and unsullied, its banners still hold, 
Nor leaves it’a ransomed one out in the cold! 





«FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST.” 
BY THE REV. O. R, GREGORY, 


N a cozy room a few people had gathered around the 
tea-table. All of them were separated from their 
homes and dearest friends. One was a dark-haired, 
lively Italian. Another, fair-haired and calm, had come 
from the cold of Finland. A third was from Poland. 
O.hers thought longingly of distant America, and the re- 
mainder Swere from different parts of Germany. Cer- 
tainly they cannot understand each other. The south, 
the north, the: east, and the west, each has its own lan- 
guage. Yet we see our friends talking and smiling to- 
gether, discussing people, books, and things. The stran- 
gers have all learned the speech of the land they are in, 
and hence the pleasure possible in their meeting. In- 
stead of a blank, unintelligent hearing of the words from 
foreign lips, each hears and understands and enjoys the 
wit or the wisdom of the others, 

The room fades away. Its walls blend with the blue 
of the sky, and we stand in the world. Men of different 
nations, divided from each other by mountain, river, and 
ocean, are further removed still by the various languages 
peculiar to their home. The Chinaman, the African, the 
Arab, and the European seem at first unable to approach 
to close relations with each other. But the course of 
trade, passing the barrier of language as of distance, 
has in a measure brought these people together through 
community of interest. As they buy and sell tea, ivory, 
and manufactures, they recognize those who deal with 
them as fellow-men, 

Even within the bounds of a single country the dis- 
tinction between classes, trades, or professions, and 
habits, causes a division among the inhabitants thereof. 
One is at home in the cotton trade, and the grades of 
staple or the prospects for the coming crop engage his at- 





tention, Another uses the hammer and saw, and is 
skilled in woods and in joining-work. While a third 
deals in iron, and thinks of the gray and the white, or of 
plates and bars. To each the business of the other is but 
partly understood, and still less cared for. When, how- 
ever, a national question arises, all join in a common 
patriotism, speaking with no thought of their former 
parted interests. 

Time passes. An assembly is opened to our gaze as 
we stretch toward the future. Those who compose it are 
gathered from all countries under heaven, from the east 
and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
True, they spoke in different tongues ‘at one time, but 
now they have all learned one langusge and can under- 
stand and enjoy each other’s conversation. Unlike the 
meeting we but a moment ago saw, this is not to be in- 
terrupted ; those in the former were soon to scatter to 
their homes, to return to their own ‘speech ; these have 
taken up the new language and new home, never to leave 
them. Nor are they troubled for want of things whereof 
to speak, for, like the merchants of different lands, they 
have a common interest, though, unlike the mer- 
chants, their interest is touching no matter of earthly 
gain, but concerning a heavenly treasure. And as for a 
bond like that of patriotism, the new country in which 
the meeting is held is dearer than his-native land to each 
comer, and all join in devotion to and worship of him, 
who, while he is their Saviour, is also their king. 

A ‘patriot delights to speak of his home, to teach its 
language to strangers, to waken in them a desire to share 
in its advantages. So let a Christian speak of heaven, 
teach its speech, and lead men to wish for, yes, to take 
part in, its blessings. 





IT’S NONE OF MY BUSINESS! 
BY M, E, COMSTOCK, 


Papas seems to mind it much that causes are at 
work to undermine and weaken the dam, so that it 
will easily be carried away by the next freshet. Nobody 
sppears to care because the timbers are getting rotten 
in the old bridge, or because the pile of refuse on 
Scapegoat Street is breeding pestilence and death. No- 
bedy minds it much that the superintendent of our Sun- 
day-school is indulging his temper, and dealing so 
harshly that scholars and teachers are losing the little 
respect they have left for him, and are coming to under- 
rate the dignity of his office. Nobody minds it that the 
librarian is getting careless, and that the children dread 
his faultfinding and disobliging ways so much that they 
do not care whether they take the books or not. Nobody 
seems to care that the teachers’ prayer-meeting is given 
up, or that impecunious and infirm, though Christ-like, 
Brother D. is out of employment, and needs a helping 
hand. 

Nobody minds it but you/ These things give you an 
uncomfortable twinge, almost as severe as neuralgia, 
every time you think of them. You poultice the ailing 
part of your spiritual system, where the nerves of respon- 
sibility center, with the words: “ Why don’t somebody 
attend toit? It isn’t any of my business.” You look 
around for the coming*man, and he don’t come, He 
industricusly refrains from coming. Why, my friend, 
you’ve overlooked him! He stands right im your boots. 
Your business! It is just your business. Every twinge 
of discomfort you feel is an electric messenger to rouse 
you to action, that shall through the proper channels 
right these very matters. It isn’t pleasant work to be 
reforming the world, Things are apt to get very much 
mixed, so that before you get through you are somewhat 
in doubt whether you are yourself or are some other 
man; but evade the responsibility and take the risk, if 
you think it safe to doso, Your uneasy perception of 
the necessity, your discernment of the danger, prove your 
call. 

Do not hesitate because of conscicus incompetency. 
Remember David’s stone and sling. Go and meet your 
giant now. Wait for only one thing. Take time to 
read—on your knees, if you may—the thirteenth chapter 
of First Corinthians ; take the last clause of the chapter 
with you for ballast, and—Good-bye! Your victory is 
sure. 





EFFICIENCY IN TEACHING. 
BY THE REV. N. D, WILLIAMSON, 


OT every man in business life can be an Alexander 

T. Stewart. But any other school-teacher, with a 
diligence, thrift, and opportunity equal to Stewart’s, may 
become his peer in wealth; while every man of ordinary 
ability can, through the common blessing of Providence, 
do a respectable and living business. Every layman can- 








not become a Dwight L. Moody in spiritual work; but 
any other untaught Christian boy, with his vigor, oppor- 
tunity, and perseverance, may become his peer in usefal- 
ness ; while, with"an ordinary blessing, every Christian 
man and woman of aversge ability can do a good work 
for the Lord, Every Sunday-school teacher will not be- 
come equally successfal with those rare people of whom 
we hear, whose pupils invariably become converted. But 
any one, with the same earnestness, prayer, and oppour- 
tunity, may equal them in usefulness ; while every Ohris- 
tian man and woman can do great good by,teaching*in 
Sunday-school. 

Efficiency in Sunday-school teaching is not governed 
by a law, that everybody must do all that anybody has 
done, but by the rule of duty, that each one must so 
teach as to secure the commendation given by Jesus to 
Mary, “She hath done what she could.” And so the 
topic resolves itself into the question, How can each one 
make the most of himself, or of herself, in Sunday-school 
teaching? The answers to this question, asked by every 
sincere soul, are many, but we shall particularize only 
two, The first is, 

MAKE A BUSINESS OF IT, 


Men and women go to their business whether it is hot 
or cold, wet or dry, muddy or dusty. So should Sunday- 
school teachers go to the sessions of their schools through 
all kinds of weather, making provision for its inclem- 
ency. Business men and women get to their places on 
time, So Sunday-school teachers should be punctual as 
well as regular. Business people do not, except in cases 
of sudden illness, stay away from their posts without pro- 
viding substitutes, or informing their associates before- 
hand of the fact. No less than this can be expected 
properly of Sunday-school teachers, who want'to be effi- 
cient in their work, which certasnly is as important as 
any work of earth, and to which they are called by the 
grandest inducements. 

Good business men and women give their entire atten- 
tion to their work during the hours allotted to business 
It will be just so with efficient Sunday-school teachers 
during school hours, Enterprising business people try 
to keep up a fresh, attractive, and full supply of the ar- 
ticles in which they deal for the use of their custcmere, 
Efficient Sunday-school teachers try to make similar 
preparations for the supply of their customers, the 
scholars, Business men and women, when it is neces- 
sary; take journeys to secure new customers, and to look 
after their outstanding accounts. So will efficient Sun- 
day-school teachers go out, when it is necessary, to secure 
new scholars, or to look after the fruits of what they 
have attempted already. Good business people hope . 
and expect to have something desirable to show, as the 
result of their industry. So the good Sunday-school 
teacher labors for results ; not, indeed, in fine houses and 
large bank accounts, but in true riches laid up securely 
in heaven. Such a successful business we shall most 
surely make of our Sunday-school teaching, if we prac- 
tise the duty expressed by the second answer, which 
is— 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT, 


To put your heart in it, is to love the Master who gave 
your work, and to try to do it well for bim, our Father, 
Saviour, and Sanctifier, because you love him thoroughly. 
To put your heart in it, is to love the word which you 
teach as God’s word, to esteem it for its excellence, to 
search it as for hid treasure that you may discover that 
excellence, to long to impart it to your scholars, and to 
labor that they may be “born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but ofincorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth forever.” To put your heart in it, is to love 
your scholars as those for whom Christ died, and as those 
whom you may be the means of raising to everlasting” 
life, but who may—if:you do not succeed in this—sink 
into eternal misery. It is to love their souls so as to try to 
save them, despite the ignorance and wickedness that 
may exist in some of them, just as you would be willing 
to put your hand down in the mud and slime to find 
preeious diamonds that were hidden there. How they 
will sparkle on your brow as you are moving in ex- 
ternal blessedness amid the blood-washed throngs of 
heaven 

To put your heart in it, is to love prayer. God only 
can give success in what we undertake as Sunday-school 
teachers, Let all your work be begun, continued, 
and ended in prayer. Let your prayer be earnest and 
importunate, as well as continued, and let it be offered 
in faith. Thus adding acceptable prayer to consecrated 
labor, the blessing of the great Head of the church will 
rest on you so thoroughly that you will be brought out on 
the high and glorious vantage-ground of “efficiency in 
Sunday-school teaching.” 
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12, Bept. 17.—A Godly Life....ccccsecersssrseseseseesereereneserenes Eccl, 12: 1-14 
18, Sept. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1876.] 
L. Oct. 1.—Stephen’s Defense............00 ccc ccccecceseneee cre renes Acts 7: 1-19 
2. Oct. 8.—Stephen’s Defense..............00 Acts 7 : 85-50 
Oct. 15.—Stephen’s Martyrdom...........csererereserreneneen Acts 7 : 51-60 
Oct. 22.—S8imon, The Sorcerer...... Acts 8 : 9-25 
Oct. 29.—Philip and The Ethiopian.........--.ssssssee Acts 8 : 26-40 
Nov. 5.—Saul’s Conversion.......... . Acts 9 : 1-18 
7. Nov. 12.—Saul’s Barly Ministry........-ccccccccscscsssesssenes Acts 9 : 19-80 
8 Nov.19.—Dorcas Restored to LAle............sscsessereeeeees Acta 9 : 31-43 
9, Nov. 26.—Peter’s . ision Acts 10 ; 1-20 
10, Dec. 8.—The Gentiles Recelyed...........cccesrccecsesereees Acta 10 : 84-48 
11, Dec, 10.—Spread of the Gospel.............s00 Acta 11 ; 19-80 
12. Dec. 17.—Peter’s Release..............+++ Acta 12: 1-17 
18. Dec. 2%.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school, 
14. Deo, 81.—Annual Review or Selection. 





LESSON 1, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1876. 
Title: STEPHEN'S DEFENSE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wuost ABE THE FATHERS, AND 
OF WHOM, AS CONCERNING THE FLESH, OHRIST CAME, 
WHO I8 OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOREVER, AMEN.— 
Rom. 9: 5. 

HOME READINGS. 


Monday, September 25: Acts 7: 1-19. God's beginnings with Israel, 
Tuesday, Seplember 26: Gen. 12: 1-9. The call of Abraham, 
Wednesday, September 27: Gen, 17:1-14, The covenant of circum- 
cision, 
Thursday, September 28: Gen, 87: 12-28. The envy of the patriarchs. 
Friday, September 29: Gen. 41: 37-45. The prosperity of Joseph, 
Saturday, September 80: Gen. 47; 1-12. Famine and plenty. 
Sunday, October 1: Isa. 49: 1-18. The faithfulness of God, 


LESSON TEXT, 
[Acts 7: 1-19.] 

1, Then said the high priest, Are these things 80? 

2, And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of 
glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopo- 
tamia, before he dwelt in Charran. 

8. And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and come into the land which I shail shew thee. 

4. Then came be out of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in 
Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he remdved 
him into this land wherein ye now dwell. 

5, And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to 
set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a 
possession, and to Inis seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 

6. And God spake on this wire, That his seed should sojourn in a 
strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and 
entreat them evil four hundr:d years. 

7. And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, 
said God: and after that they shall come forth and serve me in this 
place, 

8. And he gave him the covenant of circumcision, and so Abra- 
ham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac 
begat Jacob; and Jacob begal the twelve patriarchs. 

9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: 
but God was with him, 

10, And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him 
favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he 
made him governor over Egypt and ali his house. 

ll. Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and 
Chavaan, and great afflict on: and our fathers found no sustenance. 

12, But when Jacob heard that there was cora in Egypt, he sent 
out our fathers first 

18. And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; 
and Joseph's kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. 

14, Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to Aim, and all 
his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 

15. 80 Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers. 

16, And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the tepulchre 
that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor, 
the father of Sychem. 

17. But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had 
sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multip'ied in Egypt. 

Ys. Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. 

19. The same dealt subtilely with our kindred, and evil entreated 
our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end 
they might not live, 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
INTRODUCTION. 


y lees lessons of the second quarter were all selected 
from the first six chapters of the Acts. They pre- 
sented a series of interesting events and transactions in 
the early history of the Ohristian church, embracing the 
glorious ascension of our Lord, the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, the first preaching of the apostles, the rapid in- 
crease in the number of believers, the bitter persecutions 
of the apostles by the council of the Jews, the divine 
interposition in their behalf, and the love, liberality, 
discipline, and orgs nization of the church. 
In the last lesson of that quarter we considered the 
character and corduct of Stephen, one of the seven 





deacons, whose career was as brilliant as it was brief. 
His great faith, his spiritual power and glowing zeal, 
made him eminently successful in the work of the 
church, but rendered him peculiarly obnoxious to the 
Jews, who, when in public disputation with him they 
could not answer his convincing arguments, accused 
him cf blasphemy, and suborned false witnesses to ap- 
pear against him. They next violently seize him and 
drag him before the Council. As he stood in the court, 
conscious of his own innocence, and confident of the 
righteousness of his cause, and of the presence and 
approval of God, all were struck by the dignity and 
serenity of his appearance, which seemed to have some- 
thing supernatural about it. The present lesson takes 
up the narrative just where the twelfth lesson of the 
second quarter left it. The Oouncil is assembled, pre- 
sided over by the high-priest. Stephen’s malignant 
accusers, with their bribed witnesses, are present, and 
they make a charge of blasphemy against him, saying 
that he spake against the temple and the law. 

The lesson forms a part of the discourse which Stephen 
delivered in reply to the baseless accusations, The ob- 
ject of the address is to show that their misapprehension 
of his teaching, and their hostility to himself, arose from 
false and mistaken views which they entertained of the 
nature and perpetuity of the old dispensation; and it is 
intended to convince them that in opposing and rejecting 
the gospel they were actuated by the same spirit of unbe- 
lief and rebellion which led their fathers so often to 
resist the will of God and forfeit his favor. He draws 
his illustrations entirely from the well-known record of 
Old Testament history; and the facts and events which 
he in substance recites, go to show that the favor of God 
was designed to extend beyond the land of Judea, that 
the temple was not the only place rendered holy by the 
presence of God, and that the external condition, ordi- 
nances, and forms of the church of God had undergone 
important changes in three previous periods of her his- 
tory,—the era of the patriarchs, that of Moses and the 
law, and that of the temple and the prophets. From 
such a review of the dealings of God with his people, 
Stephen desired them to infer that the system of things 
for which they contended with such blind obstinacy and 
bigotry was not identical with that which the old fathers 
enjoyed previous to the times of Solomon; nor was it 
fitted or designed to be permanent, as Moses and all the 
prophets had spoken of a greater prophet, the Mersiah, 
who should come and set up his kingdom,—spiritual in 
its nature and universal in its sway. He also indirectly 
vindicates himself from the charge laid sgainst him, 
since he speaks reverently of Moses and the law, and 
anfolds the gracious purposes cf God in providing a 
free salvation for Gentile as well as Jew. Stephen’s 
aketch of the history of the church under the patriarchs 
is the subject of 

THE LESSON, 

(1) We bave special reference to the divine call of 
Abraham; (2) The divine covenant with Abraham ; (3) 
The divine care of Abraham’s posterity, 

1. THE CALL (1-4). 

Impressed with the manly character, and awed by the 
supernal aspect of the prisoner, the president of the 
Oouncil, having heard the indictment, courteously asks 
him, “Are these things so?” With equal courtesy the 
maligned -and arraigned hero respectfully and calmly 
replies, “Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken.” He 
acknowledges the assembly as his countrymen, and the 
council in their official character, and berpeaks their 
patient attention to what might possibly offend their preja- 
dices (compare Acts 22:1, and 1 Tim.5:1). The opening 
words of the address were well fitted to arrest attention, 
and solemnly to impress his audience, as also to refute 
the vile calumny that he had spoken against God,—“ the 
God cf glory,”—not only the glorious one to whom all 
glory should be ascribed, and who dwelleth “in the 
light which no man can spproach unto,” but he who 
has again and again manifested himself to his chosen 
people in ways and forms of special glory; for instance, 
by the moving lamp of fire, by the flaming fire in the 
unburned bush, by the shaded glory at the cleft rock, by 
the flashing splendor of the darkened mount, by the 
luminous radiance of the clceudy pillar, by the mystic 
effulgence of the sacred Shekinah, and by the oracular 
glare of the richly gemmed breastplate. Notice four 
questions in reference to this call: Whom? where? 
what? and whither? 

1, To whom was the call given? To Abraham, whom 
Stephen styles our father, thereby professing his loyal at- 
tachment tothe memory and traditions of their great father 
and founder, and claiming still, though a disciple of Jesus, 
to be a trne son of Abraham, as, indeed, all believers are 
(Gal, 3: 29). 





2, Where was this call given? Not“n Judea, nor in 
Jerusalem ; but first in Ur, and afte in Charran, 
in Mesopotamia,—a word which means between two 
rivers, and refers to a part of the territory lying between 
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. The exact Iccation of 
the two places named cannot now be determined, but 
they were both beyond the bounds of Palestine, which 
shows that God is not the God of Judea only, but of the 
whole earth, 

3. What was the purport of the call? It consists of 
two parts : first, come out of thy country, leave thy home 
and thy kindred and thy possessions, and all that is 
naturally dear to thee; and, secondly, olme into the land 
which I shall show thee,—a land, distant, unknown, and 
as yet undefined. He went out not knowing whither he 
went (Heb. 11:8). This call demanded the exercise of 
painfal self-denial, and implicit faith in God; and the 
call of God in the gospel of his Son to every one is the 
same still —self must be given up, God must be trusted. 
Jesus rays, “ If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16: 
24; also Luke 14 : 26 27), Have you heard and obeyed 
that call? Are you a disciple? Do you follow Jesus? 
(John 1: 37.) 

4, Whither did he go? First to Charran, whither his 
father Terah, his nephew Lot, and his wife Sarah accom- 
panied him. While he dwelt in Charran his father died; 
then he, being directed by God, removed to Canaan, the 
land which, according to the promise, and by the forbear- 
ance of God, was still the dwelling-place of Abraham’s 
posterity. It was while he still lived in his native 
country and was stil uncircumcised that he received the 
call and the promise ; so it is only in perfect consistency 
with the former divine proceedings that the gospel should 
be preached unto all nations. 

il. THE COVENANT (5-8). 

We notice here a sure promise, a signal prediction, and 
a sesling ordinance. 

1, The promise. It is threefold: (a) That the land in 
which he was then a stranger, and of which he did not 
possess one foot, should be given him as an inheritance 
for his posterity ; (0) That he should have a numerous 
race of lineal descendants, though he was then advanced 
in life, and childless; (c) That his children’s children, 
after a lapse of four centuries of trial, should assuredly 
serve the Lord in this land. 

2. The prediction, It consists of three parts: (a) That 
his descendants should sojourn for a long period in 
another land; (5) That they should be enslaved by a 
strange people, euffer cruel oppression, and endure great 
hardships ; (c) That in due time God would interfere 
marvelously in their behalf, pour out his awful judgment 
upon the land of their tyrannical oppressors, and deliver 
his people, and bring them back to possess the land he 
had promised and to serve him there, 

8. The ordinance. This was circumcision, a seal of 
the covenant, a distinctive rite and sign, setting apart 
Abraham and all his descendants who observed the rite 
as the people of God, and heirs of the promise and the 
inheritance. God first entered into covenant with Abra- 
ham for himself before he was circumcised, and then 
renewed the covenant with him for his posterity, and in 
stituted the rite of circumcision as its sign (Rom. 4: 9-16. 
Gal. 3:18). After Abraham received the covenant, Isaac 
was born unto him, and with himself, at the age of eight 
days, received the divinely appointed sign of the cove- 
nant, 

In all the promises of God the children mry share 
with their parents. Children are interested in the sal- 
vation of Jesus. The faith of Abraham was severely 
tried ; a stranger, and childless, and the lapse of centuries 
to intervene ere the promise should be fulfilled, were se- 
rious obstacles, yet he believed God, Oar faith should 
be like his, implicit and unfaltering. 

Ill, THE CARE (9-19). 

The speaker proceeds now to show the actual fulfill- 
ment of the prediction given to Abraham; how ~~ 
watched over and cared for his people, even whe “ 
fering in a strange land, ere yet they had entered’ « 
their heritage at all, except by promise. As the life 6. 
Joseph was considered at considerable length in a series 
of lessons during the second quarter of 1873, and as 
children are usually familiar with the incidents of his 
thrilling and romantic history, (the going down into 
Egypt of the patriarchs, the influence of Joseph in 
their behalf, the death and burial of Jacob, the pros- 
perity of his descendants during the life of Joseph, their 
great increase in the land of Egypt, and the subsequent 
persecutions and oppressions which they endured, spe- 
cially in the destruction of their young children), the 
teacher may, by a few questions well put, get the class 
to give him the leading facts referred to by Stephen, 
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Meanwhile the time of the promise, sworn by God to 
Abraham, drew nigh, and erelong the Deliverer would 
come. The history of that marvelous deliverance, and 
the journey to and settlement in the promised land, is 
the next topic in the testimony of Stephen, and will 
form the subject of our next lesson. 


REMARKS, 

(a.) A Christian life is one of self-denial. Wemust not 
only forsake sin, but give up the world and its joys aud 
frivolities, and follow the Lord at all hazards. (1 John 
2:15; Rom, 12: 2; Tit. 2:12; Jas. 4:4.) 

(b.) The Christian life is a pilgrimage. We go from one 
scene to another, and from one experience to another, 
until we get to the prepared home, (John 14: 1-3; 
Ol. 1: 12.) 

(c.) The Christian life is cheered by precious p-omiees, 
Ask each of the class to quote one. 

(d) The Christian lifeis prescribed and sustained by God, 
(Psl. 121.) 

(e) The Christian life is one of faith, not of form, (John 
4: 28,24; Rom, 2: 28 29) 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


OMETHING of the past lessons on the history of the 
early church should be reviewed, as, in the interval, 
the children may have forgotten much. Tell in simple 
words about the work of the apostles; of the miracles 
and wonders; that many were added to the church daily ; 
how the apostles preached ; and that, though sometimes 
opposed, their numbers multiplied greatly. Tell of the 
great care of so many, and of the division of labor by 
appointing deacons to help in tending the sick and poor, 
so that the apostles could devote their whole time to 
preaching and prayer. Among these deacons was 
Stephen, a man of faith and wisdom, who worked many 
miracles and did great wonders, 

Question upon all this to be sure it is understood, and 
to let the children themselves give back what you have 
told them. 

Did all who heard Stephen preach believe what he 
said? Were they able to prove that he was wrong? No, 
they disputed with him ; but he had that wisdom that is 
“more precious than rubies,” and which all their gold 
and silver could not buy. Who gives that wisdom? 
The chief men could not answer Stephen, so they wanted 
to stop his speaking. They complained to the elders and 
scribes that his words were wicked and sinful. They 
came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to be 
tried before their great court, Do you remember what 
that was? If remembered, let the class, in answer to 
questions, tell of the Sanhedrim; if that is not remem- 
bered, describe it. There sat the seventy wise men, 
rulers, elders and scribes in a half-circle, Ona the high- 
est seat in the centre sat the high-priest who was to be 
the judge ; before him stocd the prisoner Stephen, and 
around a crowd of listening people to watch the trial, 
There were men there to be witnesses, who were to tell 
how Stephen had b:oken the law and of what he was 
guilty, so ss to have him punished. They claimed to be 
very pious Jews ; and they said that Stephen had spoken 


. against the holy place and the law. They declared that 


they had heard him say that Jesus should destroy that 
holy place and change the customs Moses had made, 
Was Stephen frightere | at their words? Oan you tell 
how his face locked to t:..se who watched him? He was 
only a poor prisoner chirged with blasphemy (which 
means wicked words against God), but his face was so 
bright and happy that some of the people thought it 
looked like an ange! face. You know that, when a man 
is tried before a court, he cannot be punished unless 
somebody comes to prove that he has really done what is 
charged against him. These people are called witnesses. 
They tell all they know about the case of the prisoner; 
and then a lawyer, who has been engaged to take the 
part of the prisoner, makes a speech to prove his inno- 


. sense, Sach a proceeding is called a defense. The 
nation ner has a chance to answer, for the judge turns to 
ocean, ;and says, “Guilty, or not guilty ?” 

per After the witnesses had charged what they had against 


Stephen, the high priest turned to him, and asked, “ Are 
these things so?” Stephen did not have any lawyer to 
speak for him. People often go in crowds to hear a 
lawyer on behalf of a prisoner ; but, this time, it was the 
poor prisoner who made his own defense. After the 
speeches are all made, and the jurymen have said 
whether they think the man guilty or not, the judge pro- 
nounces the sentence, prescribes the punishment, and 
appoints when the prisoner is to suffer. Stephen made a 
wonderful speech ; and we shall have two lessons about 
it and then a lesson concerning what was done to him, 





He began his answer, “Mon, brethren, and fathers, 
hearken!’ He called the old men fathers,—even though 
they were persecuting him.—the younger men brethren. 
They were all Jews, and loved to be called the children of 
Abraham. 

What does hearken mean? They were ready to listen, 
as he went on to tell how God appeared to Abraham 
while Abraham lived in the land of his fathers and called 
him to come to another country. Abraham’s fathers had 
worshiped the sun, moon, and stars; but God called him 
to leave that country and go to a land which he promised 
to give to him and his children, and where they should 
become a great nation that would serve the real God. 

Did Abraham do so? Did he believe God? Yes; 
and he went to that very country where David built 
Jerusalem and Solomon built his palaces, What else 
did he build there? Abraham was then seventy-five 
years old, and Sarah was quite old too; they never had 
had any children, but Abraham believed God in what 
he promised. One night God told Abraham to look out 
at the stars and see if he could count them. Could you? 
Oould you count the grains of sand on the seashore where 
so many little children have loved to play this summer? 
God told Abraham that his descendants could no more 
be counted than the stars or the sands, When Abraham 
was one hundred years old, and Sarah was ninety-one, a 
child was born, named Isaac. What did God tell Abra- 
ham to do to Isaac after he had grown to be a great 
strong boy? Did Abraham obey? On that very spot, 
named Mount Moriah, the temple was built nine hundred 
years afterwards ; and somewhere near by, one thousand 
years afterwards, Stephen stood before the descendants of 
Abraham telling the story over. But God told Abraham 
of some sorrows to happen to his people, namely, that 
they should be four hundred years in a strange land; 
and then that they should be led out of their bondage 
and come into the good land which he had promised. 
Who was Isaac’s son? Who had twelve sons, one of 
whom was so well beloved that his brothers hated him 
and cruelly treated him? Which one? 

Probably the children can tell the story of Joseph, if 
questioned upon the principal events of his lifé. If not, 
tell it to them briefly. Those Jews had often heard the 
story of Jacob; and the priests had surely read it, for 
they had the Old Testament just as we read it now, only 
in another language. Bat Stephen told it over again. 
He told how these brethren hated Joseph, and sold him 
for a slave. God loved the boy, and was watching over 
him all the time; but it was part of God’s plan, which 
Stephen was showing to the Jews, to let Joseph be sold, 
and then raised from the prison in Egypt to the palace 
of the king. Do you know how he was honored in 
Egypt? how he used to ride? what the king put on his 
neck? on his hand? Did the people obey him? D'd the 
king do as he advised? Do you remember the story of 
the famine? where old Jacob and his other sons and 
their families lived? Do you remember how old Jacob 
used to grieve for the son who was torn by wild beasts, 
as he thought, and how often he remembered the many- 
colored coat stained with blood? It must have ssemed 
to Jacub as if there was nothing but want and sorrow 
and hunger for all he loved in his old age. Do you re- 
member that he sent his oldest sons to buy corn in Ezypt ? 
Wasn’t it strange that the brothers did not know Jose ph, 
that he knew them, and that when at last he mado him- 
self known, he wept on their necks, and eagerly asked, 
“Ts my father yet alive” ? 

D> you remember about the wagons which Joseph sent 
down to bring his dear old father and brothers, with their 
wives and children, to Ezypt to live? The great train 
came,—the asses laden, the wagons with Jacob, the wo- 
men, and the little children, the flocks and all the cattle. 

When Jacob was one hundred and forty-seven 
years old he died in Egypt. Joseph had promised to 
carry him back, and bury him in the cave which he had 
bought to bury his dead, where Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebekah, rested. There was a great funeral . 
and with mourning and sorrow Jacob’s body was car 
ried back, and buried near the spot where Jesus sat on the 
well one day when he was tired, and talked to the woman 
of Samaria. That was Jacob’s well, which he dug in 
the rocks in order to have plenty of fresh cool water for 
his ficcks that fed on the plains around. 

The children and grandchildren and great-grandchil- 
dren of Jacob and of Joseph became a great nation, as 
God had told Abraham they should ; but Joseph died, and 
the kings died, one after another, until at last a king 
reigned who cared nothing for the memory or the people 
of that man whose wise plans had saved his nation in 
seven years Of famine. He saw that the nation of Jews 
was getting to be stronger and richer than the people of 
Egypt. He treated them cruelly, and, lest they should 





increase more and more, he destroyed their little chil- 
dren, 

Next week we will take up the story again, as Stephen 
told it to the listening Jews. He was showing them, how 
Jesus was descenged from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and that it was all God’s plan and way to send Jesus 
Ohrist, whom they had crucified. Question thoroughly 
upon the foregoing, that the connection may be complete 
between this lesson and the next. 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


CTS 7:1. These things . . . We [the false witnesses) have heard 
him say, that th's Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and 
shall change the customs which Moses delivered us, Acts 6:14... 
At the last came two false witnesses, and said, This fellow said, I am 
able to destr.y the temple of God, and to build it in three days, Matt. 
26:60,61 . . . Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, What 
sign shewest thou unto us, teeing that thou docst these things? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temp!e, and in 
three days I will raise f up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six 
years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days? But he spake of the temp'e of his body, John 2; 18 21. 


V. 2. The God of glory . . . Who is this king of glory? the Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle, Psa. 24:8... The 
Ged of glory thundereth, Psa. 29:3 . . . Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory, Isa.6:8 .. . For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen, 
Matt.6:13 . . . Glory to God in the highest, Luke 2:14... We 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
John 1:14 . . . The glorious appearing of the great God, Tit, 2: 13 
... Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and p wer, 
Rey. 4:11, 


Appeared unto cur father . . . Now the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a Jand that I will shew thee, Gen.12:1... 
Thou art the Lord the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest 
him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of 
Abraham, Neh. 9:7. . . Look unto Abraham your father, and unto 
Sarah that bare you: forI called him alone, and blessed him, and — 
increased him, Isa. 51: 2. 


V. 3. Get thee out . . . He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me, is not worthy of me, Matt. 10:87 . . . Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple, 
Luke 14:33 . . . Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, 2Cor.6:17 ... By faith Abraham, when 
he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 
for an imheritance, obeyed; and he went out not knowing whither 
he went, Heb. 11: 8. 


Theland . . . All the land which thou eeest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed forever, Gen, 13:15 . . . Iam the Lord that brought 
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it, 
Gen. 15:7. . . And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed afier thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting ssion, Gen. 17: 8. 


V. 5. Gave him none inheritance . . . And Abraham stood up fiom 
before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, I am a 
stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a burying- 
place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my tight, Gen. 23: 
8,4... By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with I:aac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the same promise, Heb. 11:9... These all. . 
confersed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
Heb, 11: 13, 


Yet he promised . . . The Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, 
Unto thy seed will I give this land, Gen. 12:7. . . In the same day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have 
I given this land, Gen. 15:18 . . . Unto thee, and unto thy seed, I 
will give all these countries, Gen. 26:3 . . . And I will bring you 
in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear'to give it to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an 
heritage: I am the Lord, Ex. 6:8... Not for thy rightcousness, or 
for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their Jand; 
but for the wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God doth drive 
them out from before thee, and that he may perform ithe word which 
the Lord tware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Deut. 9:5 
. . » Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto 
Isazc; and confrmed the same unto Jacob fur a law, and to Israel 
for an everia:ting covenant; saying, Unto thee will I give the land 
of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance: when they were but a few 
men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it, Pea, 105: 9-12. 


V. 6. Four hundred years . . . Now the sojourning of the children 
of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 
And it came to pass, at the end of the four hundied and thirty years, 
even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord 
went out from the land of Egypt, Ex, 12:40, 41. 


Vv. 7. The nation ... And also that nation, whom they shall 
serve, will i judge, Gen. 15:14. . . Thou didst divide the sea before 
them, so that they weat through the mid t of the sea on the dry 
land; and their persecutors thou threwest into the deeps, as a stone 
into the mighty waters, Neh. 9:11 . . . Who smote the first-born of 
Egypt, both of man and beast: who sent tokens and wonders into 
the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants, 
Psa, 135: 8, 9. 

Vv. 8. Thecovenant . . . This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, 
between me and you,aend thy seed after thee; every man child 
among you shall be circumcised, Gen.17:10 . . . Moses therefore 
gave unto you circumcision (not because it is of Moses, but of the 
fathers); and ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a man, Jchn 7: 22. 

V. 9. Moved with env, . . . And when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and 


could not speak peaceably uuto him,Gen. 37:4... And his brethren 
envied him, Gen. 37:11. 
Sold him . . . Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites. . . 


And they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph, 
Gen. 87:27,28 . . . I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt, Gen. 45:4... He sent a man before them, even Joseph, 
who was sold for a servant, Pea. 105: 17. 


But God was with him . . . And the Lord was with Joseph, Gen, 
89:2 . . . Tue Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house, for Joseph’s sake, 
Gen. 39:5 . . . But the Lord was with Joseph, Gen. 89:21 . . . The 
Lord was with him; andthat which he did, the Lord made 1b 
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prosper, Gen. 39:23 . . . The arms of his hands were made strong 
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, Gen. 49: 24, 
V. 10. Delivered him . . . The righ'eous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
nd delivereth them out of a)l their troubles, Psa. 84:17... The 
Lord shall help them, and deliver them; he shall deliver them from 
the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him, Psa. 37:40 
. . » And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 2 Tim. 


4:33. * 

Vv. 11. A dearth. . . And the seven years of dearth began to come, 
Gen. 41:54 . . . And ail countries came into Egypt to Joreph for to 
buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands, Gen. 
41:57. 

Vv. 12. When Jacob heard . . . Now when Jacob saw that there was 
corn in Egypt. Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon 
another? And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in 
Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we 
may live, and not die, Gen, 42:1, 2, 


V. 13. Joseph was made known , 


. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I am Josc ph, Gen, 45:3 


Vv. 16. The sepulchre . . . And he charged them, and said unto 
them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers 
in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in the cave 
that is in the field of Macbpelah, whith is before Mamre, in the 


land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron 
the Hittite, for a possession of a burying-place. There they buried 
Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah 
his wife; and there I buried Leah, Gen. 49: 29-31 

Vv. 17, The time of the promise . . . In the fourth generation they 
shall come hither again; for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full, Gen, 15:16, . . The Lord is not slack concerning his promises, 
ag some men count slackness, 2 Pet, 3: 9. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


OTS7:1. The high-priest—The high priest, as the 
presiding officer of the Sanhedrim, gives Stephen an 
opportunity to speak in defense of himself.— Zech/er, 


Are these things so ?—Here was some color of justice, 
for Stephen was permitted to defend himself.—A. Clarke. 


V. 2, Men, brethren, fathers.—By men, brethren, are 
meant the multitude {n general; and by fathers, the 
members of the Sanhedrim.— Bloomfield, 


The God of glory.—A magnificent appellation, fitted at 


the very outset to rivet the attention of his audience,— | this 


David Brown. 


Mesopotamia —In the midst of rivers, The district 
lying between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, and de- 
ving ita name from that circumstance.— Whitney. 


Charran —Haran, It is also in Mesopotamia, one 
hundred and fifiy miles from Ur, in the north-west. 
Here Terah died (Gen, 11: 32). Jacob retired hither 
when he fied from Esau (Gen, 27 : 43).—Jacobus, 


V. 3. From thy kindred —This caused subsequently his 
departure from Haran, or Charran, to which the family 
of Abraham had come (ver. 4). The more adalt portion 
ofthe family remained in Mesopotamia, the younger 

on in Haran. . . . They who also followed Abra- 

out of Haran, followed him of their own accord. 
Abraham was not ordered to bring them with him: and 
if they had not followed, he still would have gone forth 
out of Haran : compare Gen, 11: 31; 24: 4—Bengei, 


V.4. Then came he out. —Self-denial is one of the pri- 
mary constituents of faith in God.... E Christian 
must go forth with Abraham, renounce the frlendship of 
the world, and all comfort derived from creatures, put 
all his trust in God, and love him alone,—Starke, 


When his father was dead,—This accords with the ac- 
count in Genesis, but the account there presents some 
difficulty ; for, apparently, Terah was seventy years of 
age at the birth of Abram (Gen, 11: 26), and Abram was 
seventy-five years Of age at the time of his emigration 
(Gen, 12: 4), which would make Terah only one hundred 
and forty-five years old at that time, while according to 
Gen. 11 : 32 he was two hundred and five years old at 
the time of his death. It is scarcely probable, however, 
that Abram, Nahor, and Haran were born the same year, 
and there is no evidence that Abram was the oldest; 
Jewish tradition makes him the youngest. If, then, we 
understand the declaration of Gen. 11: 26, .. . to mean 
that he was seventy years old before the first of his sons 
waa born, he may have been one hundred and 
years old when Abram was born, and two hundred an 
five when Abram’s migration took place.—Adbott, 


V. 5, Give him none inheritance—The small parcels of 
the land which Abraham and Jacob enjoyed in Canaan, 
were purchased by them, and are therefore reckoned no 
part of God’s gift.— Pearce, 


He is not led into Canaan at once; and even when 
brought there, he is to live.as a stranger and pil , in 
the midst of enemies. It is to a life of wan g that 
he is called, sure of a home somewhere, but not sure of it 
in any special place ; sure of a blessed termination, but 
not sure of a smooth or easy journey.— Bonar, 


When as yet he had no child—When there was no 
human probability that he would have any posterity. 
This is mentioned as a strong instance of his faith, ‘ who 
against hops believed in hope,”—Barnes. 


V. 6, Four hundred years —The whole duration of that 
bondage, four hundred and thirty years, is, without 
doubt, stated with chronological exactness in Ex. 12: 40, 
while Stephen avails himself of a privilege which cannot 
be reasonably denied to him, and merely mentions a 
round number,—JLechler. 


V.7. The nation will I judge.—That is, I will punish, 
To judge ia frequently used for “ to punish” (2 Chron. 20: 
12; Pea, 9:19), And hence judgment is put for “ punish- 
ment” (Proy. 19: 29), “ Judgments are prepared for sin- 
ners,” that is, punishments (Es. 12: 12),—Du Veil, 





God chooses his own time for humbling his people, but 
also, his own time for judging the agents by whom they 
are humbled. When his rods are no longer serviceable, 
he casts them into the fire.—Starke, 


V. 8. Covenant of circumcision.—That is, he instituted 
the rite of circumcision, as a sign of that covenant, 
which he had with him and his posterity. (See Gen. 17: 
10, etc, )—A. Clarke. 


M ing “the covenant sealed by circumcision,” as its 
distinguishing mark.— Lloomfield. 


And so.—That is, in accordance with and fulfilment of 
the divine covenant to give to him, and his seed after 
him, the land of, Oanaan.— Abbott. 


V. 9. Patriarch.—The father and ruler of a family; 
one who governs his family or descendants by paternal 
right. Usually applied to heads of families in ancient 


history, especially in bibical and Jewish history.— 
Webster. 


Here Stephen commences his cumulative argument 
to show that the Jews had always rejected the deliverers 
whom Gd had raised up for them, even as the Jews of 
that generation had rejected Jesus.— London Notes. 


V.10. Favor and wisdom.—Not merely grace and wis- 
dom, but these qualities so develo and manifested as 
to be apparent to the Egyptian king.— Abbott, 


V. 11. There came a dearth.—Where Jesus, the true 
Joseph, does not dwell, a famine of the true bread (Amos 
8: 11) must necassarily prevail,since he alone is the true 
bread of life (John 6: 48 51).— Quesnel, 


V. 14. Threescore and fifteen souls.—Only seventy per- 
sous are mentioned in Gen, 46 : 27 ; Ex. 1: 5; Deut, 10: 
22; but here seventy-five. As the Septuagint likewise 
mentions seventy-five souls in the passage referred to, 
we cannot well say that Stephen only meant to state a 
round number, but rather that he must have followed 
this version.— Olshausen, 


V.16. Were carried over—He [Stephen] represents 
the sons of Jacob as buried at Sychem; the Old Testa- 
ment does not intimate that their remains were removed 
from Egypt (see Ex. 50; 26; 1:6). The explanation of 
variance is very simple, Joseph’s remains were taken 
to Oanaan at the tims of the exodus, and buried in 
Sychem (Ex. 13:19; Josh 24: 32); and though nothing 
is said in the Old Testament of the removal of the other 
brothers, it is stated by Josephus that they were buried 
in Hebron, i. ¢., in Abraham’s purchase, and by the 
one traditions that they were buried in Sychem. 
— Abbott, 


Sepulchre that Abraham bought —It is related at Gen. 
83:19, and Josh. 24: 32, that Jacob-bought the land, 
not Abraham. It appears, however, that Abraham had 
built an altar at Sychem, at the place afterwards pur- 
chased by Jacob. We may reasonably suppose, there- 
fore, that the piece of ground had been formerly pur- 
chased by Abraham while he scjourned in those parts, 
as a place for the burial of some of his family.— Wells, 


I should prefer to suppose, with Hackett, that in Ste- 
en’s address the word Abraham had been substituted 


some very early copies for Jacob.— Abbott, 


It is easy to cut the knot by assuming a mistake on 
Stephen’s part, but not so easy to account for its being 
made by such a man, addre:sing such an audience, and 
then perpetuated in such a history, without correction 
or exposure for a course of ages.— Alexander. 


V.17. The time of the promise—The time when the 
promise (viz.: its fulfillment) was drawing nigh.— 
Bloomfield. 


The people multiplied—For more than two hundred 
years they amouuted to no more than seventy-five souls ; 
how prodigious, then, must have been their multipli- 
cation during the last two centuries, when six hundred 
thousand men, fit for war, besides women and children, 
left Egypt !—David Brown. 


V.:19. Subtilely.—That is, craftily, of free men making 
them vile slaves.—Du Veit. 





A LESSON STUDY. 
BY A, T. P, 


NTRODUCTION.—Stephen, one of the most earnest 
laborers among the “chosen seven,” a man full of 
the Holy Ghost, stands, with face as of an angel, before 
the high-priest and the other members of the Sanhedrim, 
accused, by false witnesses, of speaking blasphemous 
words against the holy place and the law. 

“Then said the high priest, Are these things so?” 
Stephen, by an historic argument, singular in its pertin- 
ency notwithstanding its indirectness, shows the falsity 
of the charge. His object, however, as revealed in his 
reply, seems to be not so much to allay their anger and 
free himself from their grasp, as to preach unto them 
Jesus; showing them, from the indisputable events of 
their own history, ‘‘ of the coming of the Just One” of 
whom they have now been the betrayers and murderers, 

This lesson is not purely historic, as its division at the 
nineteenth verse might seem to indicate, It is a consid- 
eration of the general events of Jewish history as related 
to one great end, and rehearsed here for a special purpose ; 
the events themselves belonging to Old Testament study. 
The subject before us is: The divine preparation of the 
nation for the coming of Christ, with the bold applica- 





~~ 


tion of the truth to the heart of the Jewish council, 
resulting in the death of Stephen as the first Ohristian 
martyr. 

THE ArGuMENT.—The great features of the argument 

are: 
1, The fulfillment of God’s word, in both promised 
blessings and threatened judgments ; seen in the promised 
possession to Abraham’s seed (v. 5), the Egyptian bond- 
age foretold (v. 6), the deliverance from it (v. 36), with all 
the events falling in harmoniously, and tending toward 
that end ; in the Babylonish captivity, and in the build- 
ing of the temple, 

2. The divine appointment of events and times or the 
divine government of the nation, revealed in such 
phraseology as——‘“‘ God was with him, and gave him 
favor in the sight of Pharaoh” (v. 10), “ when the time 
of the promise drew nigh which God had sworn, the peo- 
ple multiplied” (v. 17). 

8. The skillful reference to the rejection of Moses as 
their God-sent deliverer (v. 35, 39), with that master-stroke 
of wisdom which inserts (v. 37) Moses’s own words point- 
ing tothe greater prophet whom God would raise up, 
and necessarily calling to mind that more recent scene 
which these events typified. i 

4, Its grand culmination upon the temple, the object 
from which it took its rise, wherein is shown, from 
prophecy, that “the Most High dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands.’”’ Unaflinching to the death, Stephen 
now thrusts home his charge of their guilt, The effectisa 
heart-gash, which is followed by the gnashing of teeth. 
A heavenly vision, a dragging beyond the city walls, a 
hurling of stones, a Christ-like voice of trust and charity 
lifted in supplication, and Stephen has fallen asleep. 

QUESTIONS.—1. Why does Stephen recount the history 
of the Israelites in his answer to the high-priest? 

2. What_seems to have been his chief object in reply- 
ing? 

3. How does his argument refate the charge brought 
against him? 

4, What attribute of God does he set forth most promi- 
nently? 

5. Were these events in Jewish history determined and 
arranged by God or man? Your reason for so thinking? 

6.-Why did God give Joseph favor in the sight of 
Pharaoh? 

7. What more recent event would be called to mind 
by the references made in verses 35 and 39 to the rejec- 
tion of Moses? 

8. How is wisdom indicated by the insertion of Moses’s 
words in verse 37 ? 

9. Do you think the sin which Stephen charged upon 
his hearers in verse 52 the same as their fathers’ in de- 
gree, or only in kind? 

10. What is the general effect of the preached gospel 
on the heart and conduct of man? 

11, What is the meaning of “filled with the Holy 
Ghost’? 

12. Is it a vision, a miraculous sight, or the natural 
sight of a dying Christian revealed in verses 55 and 56? 

13, What similarity between Stephen’s death and 
Christ’s? What between every Christian’s and Ohrist’s? 

14, What resemblance between a Christian death and 
sleep is there, to warrant the use of the word “ asleep” in 
verse 60? 





THE NEW QUARTER'’S LESSONS. 


[By the Rey. J. C. W. Coxe, in The Sunday School Times Scholars 
Quarterly.) 
FTER three months’ study in the Old Testament, 
tracing the yecapenone career of Solomon and his 
devotion in buil ing the temple, and listening to his 
words of wisdom with regard to character and conduct, 
we now return to New Testament scenes, and resume our 
studies about the early Ohristian church. 

Three months ago we left Stephen, arrested on a 
wicked and baseless charge, arraigned before the Jewish 
Council for trial, and after the testimony of the suborned 
witnesses had been presented, we saw; in contrast with 
the looks of scrowling hatred on the faces of the Council, 
Stephen’s face “as it had been the face of an angel,” 
With this glory suffusing his countenance, he comes 
before us in our first lessons to present his defense. He 
had been accused of blasphemy, against both the temple 
and the law, in saying that Jesus of Nazareth should 
destroy the temple change the customs of Moses. 

In answer to the high-priest’s question—“Are these 
things so ?”—Stephen proceeds to narrate, in brief, the 
history of God’s people, and shows that repeated changes, 
both of place and custom, have occ , God taking 
“ away the first that he may establish the second” ; each 
change, however, being a step in the povarees of his peo- 
ple. Together with this, Stephen shows the constant 
opposition of the people to God’s plans and purposes, 
which leads to his direct and startling charge,—‘ Ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost.” As he presses his accu- 


sation, the forms are disregarded, and the mob rush with 
violence upon — and in their furious rage hurry 
him away to dea’ 
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The story of Simon Magus next follows; and we find 
his wicked thought fitly rebuked by the same apostle who 
rebuked the sin of Ananias. 

Thus far in the book of Acts we have studied the his- 
tory of the church among the Jews ; we now come to the 
opening of the door to the Gentiles. Philip’s mission to 
the Ethiopian ; the conversion of Saul of Tarsus; the 
vision of Pater: all prepare the way for this great transi- 
tion in the life of the earlychurch. As these indications 
of God’s purpose follow, the Holy Ghost comes on the 
Gentiles, as before on the Jews, and sets the seal of 
divine approval to this work. From this time the gospel’s 
triumphs are widespread, and the very opposition of the 
eremies of the truth aids in the good work, as the 
scattered disciples go “ everywhere, preaching the word.” 

In the last lesson. we have another illustration of G d’s 
care for his people, in bis deliverance of Peter from 
Herod’s power, in answer to the earnest prayer of the 
charch, The review golden text is a prophecy of the 
growth of this new work; a prophecy which was wonder- 
tuUy fulfilled within a century of our Lord’s crucifixion, 
w.en the mighty Roman empire became in name 
C.ristian ; but which is being falfilled in our day, when 
in every land Christ is cor quering hearts, and setting up 
his kingdom, and establishing his sway as King of kings 
and Lord of loids. 





THE SCENE OF THE TRIAL. 
[From Dr. MacDuff’s Footsteps of St. Paul.] 


HERE was a holy man who rose into note at this 
time among the disciples of Jesus; his name was 
S:ephen, one of the seven deacons of the infant church, 
chosen to take charge of the money collected for the re- 
lief of the poor. He is described by Jerome, and some 
of the early fathers, as a person of great learning and 
eloquence. In Scripture he is spoken of as “ a man 
of taith and of the Holy Ghost.” He was bold in the 
cause of his crucified but now-exalted Lord. He went 
day after day into the synagcgue, disputing with the 
learned men and doctors, and trying to show them, from 
their own Old Testament scriptures, that Jesus was the 
true Messiah. We are told (Acts6: 9,10) that among 
these synagogues into which he entered was that of “ the 
Cilicians’’; and we have reason to believe, that, among 
those whom this “ devout man ” addressed, was one who 
= again left his native Tarsus and come up to Jeru- 
em, 

It is more than likely that the “ young man Sul” (who 
is now again brought before our notice) often and again 
disputed with Stephen; that all the powers of argument 
he had learned so well under Gamaliel’s teaching were 
put in force; but that he, like the other Jews, “ was not 
able to resist the wiedom and spirit” with which the 
holy de: con spake. Their malice was excited, and they 
resolved to have him condemned, How can they best 
succeed? False witnesses are hired to convict him of 
speaking blasphemous words against the law and the 
temple, ‘‘ against Moses, and against God.” No charge 
could more certainly rouse the passions of the Jews 
against the accused than this. What, this Nazarine to 
assert that all we love as most sacred is to be destroyed ! 
—the Jaw, which cur great father Moses received from 
God himself on Sinai, to be abolished |—the great temple 
of Solomon, the wonder and glory of the world, whither 
for ages and ages “the tribes have gone up, even the 
tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israe),” was 
all its magnificence now to pass away 7—were they to see 
no more their bigh-priests in their splendid robes ?—the 
smoke of their morning and evening sacrifices ?—to hear 
no more the music of the timbre] and harp, and stringed 
instruments at their sacred feasts, or the silver trumpet 
of jubilee pealing over the land? It is the height of 
bleaphons! No sentence can be too severe, no death 
too terrible, for such a scofter as this,” These, doubtless, 
would be ihe feelings alike of |’. arisees and Sadducees ; 
and we can readily calculate what the result will be 
when Stephen is dragged bei.re the Sanhedrim—the 
great Jewish court of law—to auswer the charges thus 
preferred against him. 

A great meeting is called of thistribunal. The place 
in which they were wont io assemble was a hall called 
“Gazith,” or the “ stone chamber,” situated close by the 
wall of the temple, with the rocky side of Mount Moriah 
immediately beneath. Before this time, indeed, the 
Jews were forbidden to meet here. They had religious 
scruples about Gentiles crossing the sacred enclosures; 
and the Romans, not unreasonably, dreaded lest the 
holding of assemblies, in a place they were not permitted 
to enter, might become a dangerous privilege. In the 
present instance, however, the prohibition had been 
winked at, and the “stone chamber” was the place of 
meeting. 

Our young readers may fancy to themselves the scene. 
The president of the assembly, the high-priest (Theophi- 
lus the Sadducee, one of the sons of Annas), occupies a 
raised seat at the upper end of the room ; other seventy- 
one members are ranged in a half-circle around him, 
consisting of the heads of the twenty-four courses of 

riests, twenty-four elders, and twenty-four scribes. 

tephen stands in front of his judges ; but he is not afraid, 
—his God and Saviour is with him, Indeed, at that mo- 
ment, while the eye of Saul, along with the others, is 
fixed with rage on the aes the yourg Tarsian sees 
what he never afierwards could forget—a bright heavenly 
light or glory resting on the face of Stephen, as if the 
flame of truth in his inner soul was seen reflected on his 
countenance. Saul looks on the faces of the judges; he 
sees them, as his own was, flashing with fire and indig- 
nation : but the eye of the first martyr is directed up to 
heaven ; with him, ail is peace! 

The great charge, as we have said, brought against 
him was, that he had foretold the destruction of the tem- 
ple, and “ the change of the customs which Moses had 





formerly delivered to them.” The president hears the 
fa'se witne*ses first; after they state their charges, he 
turns toward Stephen and puts the usual questior, 
whether he pleads “guilty, or not guilty.” ‘Are these 
things so?” The prisoner, unmoved, with a calm and 
clear voice enters on his defense, He begins by minutely 
rehearsing the leading events in the history of their na- 
tion, from the calling of Abraham and the exodus from 
Egypt to the building of the temple during the reign of 
Solomon ; he declares that he was no enemy to the Old 
Testament rites—these he loved, in common with all 
Jews, but, at the same time, showed that Moses himself 
had spoken of a time when his Jaw would be displaced by 
a better dispensation, quoting the very words of the 
great lawgiver—“ A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear.” He charged his hearers with trusting too 
much to outward privilezes, and sinfully resisting the 
grace and Holy Spirit of God, as their fathers did. 





THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE SANHEDRIM. 
[From Conybeare and Howson’s Life of St. Paul.) 


[Wenn back, from our point of view, upon the 
community at Jerusalem, we see in it the beginnin § 
of that great society, the church, which has continue 
to our own time, distinct both from Jews and heathen, 
and which will continue till it absorbs both the heathen 
and the Jews. But to the contemporary Jews them- 
selves it wore a very different appearance. From the 
Hebrew point of view, the disciples of Christ would be 
regarded as a Jewish sect or synagogue, The syna- 
gogues, a8 we have seen, were very numerous at Jeru- 
salem. There were already the Cilician Synagogue, the 
Alexandrian Synagogue, the Synagogue of the Liber- 
tines,—and to these was now added (if we may use s0 
bold an expression) the Nazarene Pynagogue, or the 
Synagogue of the Galileans. Not that any separate 
building was erected for the devotions of the Christians ; 
for they met from house to house for prayer and the 
breaking of bread. But they were by no means separated 
from the nation; they attended the festivals; they wor- 
shiped in the temple. They were a new and singular 
party in the nation, holding peculiar opinions, and in- 
terpreting the Scriptures in a peculiar way. This is the 
aspect under which the church would first present itself 
to the Jews, and, among others, to Saul himself. Many 
different opinions were expressed in the synagogues con- 
cerning the nature and office of the Messiah. These 
Galileans would be distinguished as holding the strange 
opinion that the true Mesriah was that notorious “ male- 
factor’ who had been crucified at the last Passover. All 
parties in the nation united to oppose, and, if possible, to 
crvsh, this monstrous heresy. 

The first attempts to put down the new faith came 
from the Sadducees. The high priest and his immediate 
adherents belonged to this party. They hated the doc- 
trine of the resurrection ; and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ was the corner-stone of all St. Peter’s teaching. 
He and the other apostles were brought before the San- 
hedrim, who, in the first instance, were content to enjoin 
silence on them. The order was disobeyed, and they 
were summoned again. The consequences might have 
been fatal, but that the jealousy between the Sadducees 
and Pharisees was overruled, and the instrumentality of 
one man’s wisdom was used, by Almighty God, for the 
protection of his servants. Gamaliel, the eminent Phari- 
see, argued that if this cause were not of God, it would 
come to nothing, like the work of other impostors; but 
if it were of God, they could not safely resist what must 
certainly prevail: and the apostles of Jesus Christ were 
sesmuned. and allowed to “depart from the presence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name.” But it was impossible that 
those Pharisees, whom Christ had always rebuked, 
should long continue to be protectors of the Christians, 
On this occasion we find the teacher, Gamaliel, taking 
St. Peter’s part: at the next persecution, Saul, the pupil, 
is actively concerned in the murder of St. Siepben. It 
was the same alternation of the two prevailing parties, 
first opposing each other, and then unitixfg to oppose the 
gospel, of which Saul himself had such intimate experi- 
ence when he became 8:. Paul. 

In many particulars St. Stephen was the forerunner of 
St. Paul. Up to this time the conflict had been chiefly 
maintained with the Aramaic Jews; but Stephen carried 
the war of the gospel into the territory of the Hellenists. 
The learned members of the foreign synagogues endeav- 
ored to refute him by argument or by clamor, The 
Cilician Synagogue is eyeing mentioned (Acts 6: 
9,10) as having farnished some conspicuous opponents 
to pp me who “ were not able to resist the wisdom and 
the spirit with which he spake.” We cannot doubt from 
what follows, that Saul of Tarsus, already distinguished 
by his zeal and talents among the younger champions of 
Pharisaism, bore a leading part in the discussions which 
here took place. He was now, though still “a young 
man” (Acts 7: 58), yet no longer in the first opening of 
youth. This is evident from the fact that he wafap- 
poms to an important ecclesiastical and political office 

mmediately afterward, Such sn appointment he could 
hardly have received from the Sanhedrim before the age 
of thirty, and probably not so early ; for we must remem- 
ber that a peculiar respect for seniority distinguished the 
rabbinical authorities, 

We can imagine Saul, then, the foremost in the Oilician 
Synagogue, “ uting’ against the new doctrines of the 
Hellenistic deacon, in all the energy of vigorous man- 
hood, and with all the vehement logic of the rabbis. 
How often must these scenes have been recalled to his 
mind, when he himself took the place of Stephen in 
many & synagogue, and bore the blunt of the like furious 
assault; surrounded by “Jews filled with envy, who 





spake against those things which were spoken by 
Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.” But this clamor 
and these arguments were not svflicient to convince or 
intimidate St. Stephen. False witnesses were then 
suborned to accuse him of blasphemy against Moses 
and against God,—who arserted, when he was dregred 
before the Sanhedrim, that they had heard him say that 
Jesus of Nazareth should destroy the temple and change 
the Mosaic customs. It is evident, from the nature of 
this accusation, how remarkably his doctrine was an 
anticipation of St. Paul’s, As a Hillenistic Jew, he 
was less entangled in the prejudices of Hebrew nation- 
ality than his Aramaic brethren; and he seems to have 
a fuller understanding of the final intention of the 
gospel than S:. Peter and the apostles had yet attained 
to. Not doubting the divinity of the Mosaic economy, 
and not faithless to the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, he yet saw that the time was coming, yea, then 
was, when the “true worshipers” should worship Him, 
not ia the temple only, or in any one sacred spot, but 
everywhere throughout the earth, ‘in spirit and in 
truth ;” and for this doctrine he was doomed to die, 

When we speak of the Sanhedrim, we are brought into 
contact with an important controversy. It is much dis- 
puted whether it had, at this period, the power of inflict- 
ing death. On the one hand, we apparently find the 
existence of this power denied by the Jews themselves 
at the trial of our Lord ; and, on the other, we apparently 
find it assumed and acted on in the case «f St. Stephen. 
The Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, like the Areopagus at 
Athens, was the highest and most awful court of jaris- 
diction, especially in matters that pertained to religion; 
but, like that Athenian tribunal, its real power gradually 
shrunk, though the reverence attached to its decisions 
remained. It probably assumed its systematic form 
under the second Hyrcanus; and it became a fixed insti- 
tution in the commonwealth, under his sons, who would 
be glad to have their authority nominally limited, but 
really supported, by such a council. Under the Herods, 
and under the Romans, its jurisdiction was curtailed; 
and we are informed, on Talmudical authority, that, forty 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem, it was formally 
deprived of the power of inflicting death. If this is 
true, we must consider the proceedings at the death of 
St. Stephen as tumultuous and irregular, And nothing 
is more probable than that Pontius Pilate (if, indeed, he 
was not absent at the time) would willingly connive, in 
the spirit of Gallio at Corinth, at an act of unauthorized 
cruelty in “a question of words and names, and of the 
Jewish law,” and that the Jews would wiiling!y assume 
as much power as they dared when the honor of Moses 
and the temple was in jeopardy. 

The council assembled in solemn and formal state to 
try the blasphemer, There was great and general ex- 
citement in Jerusalem, “The people, the scribes, and 
the elders” had been “stirred up” by the members of 
the Hellenistic synagogue. It is evident, from that 
yivid expression which is quoted from the accusers’ 
mouths,—‘‘ this place,” “this holy place,”—that the meet- 
ing of the Sanhedrim took piace in the close neighbor- 
hood of the temple. Their ancient and solemn room of 
assembly was the hall Gazith, or the “stone chamber,” 

y within the temple court and partly without it, 
he president sat in the less sacred portion, and around 
him, in a semicircle, were the rest of the seven y judges. 

Before these judges Stephen was made to stand, con- 
fronted by his accusers. Tne eyes of all were fixed upon 
his countenance, which grew bright, as they gazed on it, 
with a su tural radiance and serenity. In the beau- 
tifal Jewish expression of the Scripture, ‘Taey saw his 
face as it had been that of an angel.” The jadges, when 
they saw his glorified countenance, might have rem:m- 
bared the shining on the face of Moses, and trembled 
lest Stephen’s voice should be about to speak the will of 
Jehovah, like that of the great lawgiver. Instead of 
being occupied with the faded glories of the second 
temple, they might have recognized in the spectacle 
before them the shekinah of the Uhristian soui, which 
is the living sanctuary of God. But the trial proceeded. 
The judicial question, to which the accused was required 
to peat was put by the president: “Are these things 
80 

And then Stephen answered, and his clear voice was 
heard in the silent council-hali, as he went through the 
history of the chosen people, proving his own deep faith 
in the sacredness of the Jewish economy, but sugges 
here and there that spiritual interpretation of it whic 
had always been the true one, and the truth of which 
was now to be made manifest to all. He began, with a 
wise discretion, from the call of Abraham, and traveled 
historically in his argament through all the great stages 
of their natiousl existence,—from Abraham .o Joseph, 
from Joseph to Moses, from Moses to David and Solo- 
mon, And ashe went on he selected and glanced at 
those points which made for his own cause. He showed 
that God’s blessing rested on the faith of Abraham, 
though he had “not so much as to set his foot on’ 
in the land of promise (v. 5), on the piety of Joseph, 
though he was an exile in Ezypt (v. 9), and on the 
holiness of the burning bush, though in the desert of 
Sinai (vy. 30). He dwelt in detail on the lawgiver in 
such a way as to show his own unquestionabie ortho- 
doxy; but he quoted the promise concerning “the 
propbet like unto Moses” (v. 37), and reminded his 
hearers that the law in which they trusted had not kept 
their forefathers from idolatwy (vy. 39, etc.). And so he 
passed on to the tempie, which had so prominent a refer- 
ence to the charge against him: and while he spoke of 
it, he alluded to the words of Sulomon himself, and of 
the prophet Isaiah, who denied that any temple ‘ made 
with hands” could be the place of Gud’s highest wor- 
ship. And thus far they listened to him. It was the 
story of the chosen people, to which every Jew listened 
with interest and pride, 
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TuE meeting of the International Lesson Oommittee, 
to arrange the lesson list for 1878, has been postponed, 
It ismow announced for November 15, at New York City. 

Ir Dr, Blauvelt wanted notoriety, he is getting it to his 
heart’s content, His unfamiliarity with the Old Testa- 
ment scriptures is lifting him into a prominence he could 
never have gained as a Bible student or teacher. 





Now is the time, once more, for the Sunday-schools 
which have taken a summer vaeation, to show that they 
have been the gainers by their freedom from B.ble study. 
If they have lost nothing, let that fact be apparent to all 
who observe them, 


WHILE taking a new start for an autumn and winter 
campaign, it isa good time for a Sanday-school which 
has had no teschers’-meeting to begin one. If, indeed, 
the attempt has been made several times hitherto without 
success, it is worth while to try again. Repeated failures 
are an improvement on doing nothing in this direction. 

THE interest newly awakened in the cause of temper- 
ance by the concentration of study and writing and 
speech and prayer on that theme throughout our coun- 
try, on the first Sunday in September, is not likely to 
soon die away. Many a scholar, and many a teacher, 
has taken the right stand for life in consequence of that 
day’s work, 


Nor far from fifiy years ago a prominent New England 
clergyman declared, in a sermon before his own people, 
that, of the last fifty-five heads of families dying out of 
that congregation, fifty had died from the efficts, direct 
or indirect, of intemperance. Nor was his statement 
called in question, With all that we must yet regret of 
the power of the rum curse, it would be difficult to find 
any religious congregation in or out of New England of 
which such a story could be told with truth. We have 
made progress. 


WE give, this week, the first lesson for the fourth 
quarter of the year. From the Old Testament we re- 
turn to the New. Leaving “ the excellent woman,” as 
described by Koheleth, we find ourselves again with the 
excellent man, as pictured by Luke, Stephen, whom 
we left, three months ago, standing before the Jewish 
council, his face shining ‘as it had been the face of an 
angel,” is sgain before us, and we are called to hear his 
words of argument* and accusation, as he tells of God’s 
dealings of love with rebellious Israel. 





THE CHRISTIAN UNION is certainly to be congratu- 
lated on the accession to its editorial force of the Rav. 
Lyman Abbott. As an editor, as an author, and asa 
preacher, Mr, Abbott has won an excellent name for de- 
cided ability, for emicent fairness, and for unwavering 
fidelity to the truth, The work already done by him is 
an earnest of his success in his new fiald of service. Mr, 
Abbott is to be succeeded on Zhe Iilusirated Christian 
Weekly by the Rev. Dr. Oharles 8, Robinson, whose 
graceful pen is well known to the readers of THE Times 

UNLEss a teacher knows precisely what answer he 
wants to a question when he asks it, his question is not 
likely to serve any better purpose than to confuse his 
scholars, He must first know what he wants his scholars 
fo know. Then he must shape his question so as to 








bring out the desired answer, and no other. If a wrong 
answer comes back to him, a teacher may suppose that 
& wrong question was given out by him, The answers 
which a teacher gets will commonly average better than 
the questions which he asks, The trouble usually is, 
that the teacher has no sharply defined idea of the 
answer which he seeks; hence, his question is not sharply 
defined to bring out that answer. 

In some churches an arrangement is made for the 
benefit of members of the congregation who are hard of 
hearing. A pipe is laid from the pulpit desk to the pew 
which they occupy. The mouth of that pipe is directly 
below the preacher’s mouth as he stands, speaking or 
reading, in his place. In scme instances it is a lattice 
frame-work on which rests the pulpit Bible. To the 
other end of the pipe, in the hearers’ pew, are attached 
flexible tubes, which the listeners can bring directly to 
theirears. Thus every word of the preacher comes with 
distinctness to those who would otherwise hear nothing. 
Of course an arrangement of this kind costs something, 
but it pays. ‘Faith cometh by hearing,” and if there is 
a barrier to the hearing of God’s truth, that barrier 
ought to be removed. There isa hint in this plan for 
the Sunday-school teacher. Do some of your scholars 
seem hard of hearing? Have you failed thus far to get 
their attention? Lay a pipe for their benefit, whatever 
it costs, See to it that a line of communication is ar- 
ranged for between your mouth and their ears, This 
will require week-day work. It would never do to be 
hammering away on such a pipe on Sunday. You may 
have to visit the deaf scholars at their homes, or find 
them on the street, to take their measure; but when 
once the pips is fairly laid, you can use it on Sunday 
without a doubt ofits value, It may need overhauling 
and cleaning out once in a while, but you may be sure 
that if the scholars don’t hear well thetrouble is with the 
speaking-pipe, and for that you are responsible. 





A TEACHER'S TRIALS. 


AVE you any trials in your work as ateacher? Of 

course you have. Every teacher has them, But do 
your trials burden and worry you? Perhaps so, and 
perhaps not. You may recall the good woman who said 
in her ripened years of grace, “I ve a great many trials 
in my life ; but, thank the Lord, they don’t trouble me 
much,” How is it in your case? 

It has been well said that “there are two classes of 
troubles in this world which ought not to worry us: those 
which we can help, and those which we cannot help.” If 
we can cure a trouble, we ought to do so without wasting 
time in worry. If we cannot cure it, it must be endured ; 
and worry only makes it worse to bear. Now what are 
your chief troubles? They doubtless are difficulties 
with yourself, with your lesson, with your scholars, or 
with your coworkers, Ia either case it will be well for 
you to look at them squarely, and decide whether they 
should be cured or endured. 

Perhaps the trouble is mainly and consciously with 
yourself, You are not so warm-hearted as you ought to 
be; not so consecrated; not so fall of faith; not so 
familiar with children; not so attractive in your 
ways with them ; not so patient and studious and indus- 
trious as a Sunday-school teacher should be. Well, you 
are just what you are, and the Lord has called you, with 
all your faults and failings, to do his work as a Sunday- 
school teacher, Your sufficiency is of God. What you 
now lack, he is ready to supply ; and what you ought to 
be, he is ready to make you. He expects you to gain 
and to grow in fitness and in fullness, As you feel 
your need, tell him what it is; ssk him how to meet it; 
and then work and trust as he directs and guides. It is 
true that there are serious difficulties in your insufficiency 
and faults; but you ought, to-day, to do your best, just 
as you are, and seek to be better and to do better to- 
morrow. 

Your lesson may be teyond your depth. You do not 
understand it, You do not find time to study it, You 
do not see how any one can make it clear or attrac'iva 
to children. Now there is some ground for your trouble 
here. This isa thing to be cured. You ought to under- 
stand your lesson. You will never teach it until youdo, 
You must find time to study it, You can do so, You 
have already quite as much leisure for study as the 
average of good Sunday-school teachers in this country. 
If you will take all the odd minutes of each day in the 
week, and will improve them, you will have ample time 
for study. Moreover, you ought to know how to make 
tlfe lesson attractive to children, and how to teach 
it to them, It can be taught to your scholars, If it is 
well handled they will enjoy it. Now fiad out more 





about wise methods of teaching, and make free use of 
them. Lt ali your troubles of this nature be promptly 
and fully cured. 

But there are troubles with scholars,—some troubles 
which should be cured and some which should be en- 
dured. Are your scholars stupid? Be patient with 
them, and lovirg. Thank God that you can do some- 
thing for those who so greatly need just what you can 
give tothem. Are they restless and inattentive? Count 
it your duty to win their attention, and to hold it, Are 
they cold-hearted and ungrateful? Do they so:m only 
full of evil, and reckless of God and his truth? Rejoice 
that such scholars were not lefi without care; that God 
sent his Son to die for them, and sent you to tell them of 
that dying Saviour’s love. They are the lost ones whom 
Jesus is seeking. God will give you power in their be- 
half, according to your patience and your faith. If they 
are irregular in attendancs, or wander from the school, 
look them up and win them back. If home influences 
are about them for evil six daysin the week, see to it 
that they have no lack of good influences while they 
are in your care. The more trouble you have from your 
scholars, the more important your work with them would 
seem to be. 

Possibly all goes well with yourself, your lesson, and 
your scholars; but your coworkers are not what you 
would have them. Your superintendent does not seem 
to be the man for his place; his work in the school and 
during the week is imperfect, and by no means in good 
taste. Or your fellow-teachers are uncongenial, or are 
lacking in intelligence and Christian zeal. Or your 
pastor, or the other church officers, fail to come up to the 
mark in effurts for the welfare of the school. What is 
to be said in sucha case? Why, if you can do anything 
to improve the state of affairs, you cought to do it at once. 
If, however, there is nothing for you to do, then, of 
course, it is none of your business. If you can help 
your fellow-teachers to a higher standard of efficiency 
in their work, or stimulate them to greater consecration 
in God’s service ; if you can show a more excellent way 
to the superintendent, and induce him to walk in it; if 
you can win your pastor, or his cflicial helpers, to a new 
love for the Sunday-school, and to a new share in its re- 
sponsibilities,—why should you delay fora single hour 
the beginning of so good a work? But, if you can, 
clearly, do nothing of this sort, then by all means be a 
shining light of loving service and Ohristian character 
all by yourself in the dark place where you have been 
set, in the providence of God. The lack in those about 
you ought but to increase your joy in your overflowing 
fullness. 

We do not here point out thecure for all your troubles. 
We simply remind you that some of your troubles can 
be cured,— ought to be cured; while others cannot be 
cured, hence ought not to worry you. We would have 
you find out fairly, for yourself, what is the nature and 
what is the cause of the trials which have sesmed most 
positive and burdensome in your work as a Sunday-school 
teacher. Then we would have you prayerfully, and in 
trust, take hold vigorously of the troubles which are to 
be cured, and work for their cure, and let go, quickly, of 
the troubles which cannot bs cured, never touching them 
or handling them again. 





THE WORLD’S DEMAND. 


EN of the world have a very high standard for men 
of the church. Whatever license they take for 
themselves, they allow nothing of the sort to those who 
are professed disciples of the Lord Jesus. No greater 
mistake is made by Ohristians who wish to commend 
themselves to unbelievers, than in supposing that they 
will gain something by lowering their standard of perro- 
nal conduct, The highest standard in morals is insisted 
upon for Ohristians by men who scoff at the idea of any 
such standard for themselves. 

A godless merchant who does not hesitate to misrepre- 
sent his goods to his customers, or to take advantage of 
his fellow-men in a bargain, is quick to declare the sin 
of a Christian merchant in failing to be frank and fair 
and generous in all his business dealings. The stock 
speculator who thinks it is praiseworthy sharpness on his 
part to deceive a buyer into an investment to the latter's 
ruin, will cry out against a minister or a deacon whose 
dealing with stocks in a single instance looks in the 
same direction. The man of impure or of profane speech 
is shocked to hear a coarse story or an irreverent ex- 
pression from a professed follower of Jesus. 

This trath holds gocd all the way up and down the 
scale of morals, It stands out with peculiar prominence 
in connection with habits and customs which are of de- 
batable propriety. Many an irreligious theater-goer 
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would be shocked—is shocked—on seeing a clergyman 
watching his favorite actor. Many a godlees man who 
plays cards, dances, smokes, drinks, without any com- 
punctions of conscience—who even dencunces as puritan- 
ism and bigotry all opposition to such amusements and 
indulgences—thinks less of any Christian layman who 
is not wholly withdrawn from all of these practices. 

Weare not now asterling the reasonableness of this 
view of the Christian’s duty, by men of the world We 
are simply declaring the facts in the case. Whether it is 
right or wrong for Obristians to go to the theater, to 
dance, to play cards, to uss tobacco, or to drink, irrelig- 
ious men are commonly ready to find fault with Christians 
who do any of these things, and are likely to think less 
of those Christians who are thus lax in practice accord- 
ing to the highest standards of Ohrietian conduct, Every 
clergyman who puffs his cigar on the hotel piazza at a 
fashionable watering-place, in sight of the many careless 
pleasure seekers there, lowers himself, thereby, in the 
estimation of every irreligious tobacco-user who observes 
him, although he may flatter himself that he is gaining 
power for good over that very class of persons by his 
indulgence, because, forsooth, he is patted on the back 
approvingly by other Christian smokers, who are glad to 
be countenanced by so distinguished a divine in their 
tobacco-using, Every Sanday-school superintendent or 
teacher who smokes a cigar, or takes a glass of lager 
beer, or plays a game of billiards in the sight of his un- 
converted rcholars, thereby leszens the confidence of those 
scholars in his Christian character, and diminishes their 
respect for him as a man to be trusted and followed. He 
may think it a great pity that this should be the case; 
but it is nevertheless the truth. Men who have most 
occasion to hear the candid comment by men of the 
world, and boys of the world, on Christians who are “free 
sad easy” in their habits of living, can have no doubt on 
this point, 

S:rictness in conduct, and purity in speech, on the part 
of those who bear the Christian name, are approved by 
those who are yet outside of the Christian fold. A dis- 
ciple of Jesus never loses, in the estimation of the irre- 
ligious, by his rigid adherence to the very highest 
standard of which the world has knowledge. Oa the 
other hand, he always endangers his good name with 
those whom he would fain win to the truth when he 


occupies a lower plane than the highest in the sphere of 
Christian morals, 





OUR CHILDREN. 

ARENTS generally know but little about children,— 

little about their natures and needs, and the best 
methods of dealing with them. It is a great mistake to 
suppose that because God designed the family for the 
right training of children, therefore ip: orant or par- 
tially informed parents understand fuily their duties 
toward iheir offspring. Parents need to he instructed 
concerning their children, They will not even learn all 
that they need to know by experience with children, 
They may have large families, and grow old as their 
children grow up, without ever realizing the true nature 
and wants of childhood. The possibilities of the family 
are rarely met in the family. 

The family is insufficient, in and of itself, for the right 
training of children. The church has a mission to chil- 
dren, which cannot safely be ignored by either the 
church or the parent, And one way in which the church 
can do its work for children is by proclaiming the truth 
concerning them. Every pastor ought to make child- 
hood a study, and give the results of his study to the 
parents of his flock. Every Sunday-school teacher also 
ought to understand children, and make his knowledge 
of them of practical benefit to them and to their parents. 

Of late years the church has been recognizing its duty 
in this direction, and doing more than ever in behalf of 
children. The Sunday-school has its value pre-eminently 
—almo:t exclusively—as an agency of the church for a 
God-appointed work in behalf of the family,—2rpecially 
of children in the family. With the progress of the 

.Suanday-school, the family has gained power for good. 
Children well taught in the Sanday-school are, in conse- 
quence, better taught at home. Parents who are induced 
to send their children to the Sunday-school are also, by 
the same means, induced to give more attention to the 
home instruction of their children. The family is just 
as surely and as uniformly benefited by the Sunday- 
school as private devotions are promoted and improved 
by the ixfiuence of social worship. 

Sunday-school teachers as a class know more than 
parents as a class know about the moral and spiritual 
needs of children, and the best methods of dealing with 
them, Sunday-school thinkers and writers have done 
more than any other sort of persons to make children 





known to their parents, and to induce parents to wisely 
provide for their children, Indeed, an entire change 
has come over the Obristian world in its estimate of 
childhood, and in its ways of working with and for the 
young, since the modern Sunday-school gained a hold 
on the confidence of the Christian church, Sunday- 
school literature and Sunday-school addresses have 
brought and kept the subject of childhood before the 
church, until parents who knew most have lesrned 
more, and parents who knew least have learned some- 
thing. 

So much has been done in this line, that it may seem 
to some as if there was no need of further writing or 
speaking on the possibilities and needs of childhood. 
But the necessity of this work is by no means at an end. 
Each new generation of parents and of Sunday-school 
teachers calls for fresh instruction. All that has been 
written and said on the subject is yet insufficient. The 
parents must not be left to themselves. They need teach- 
ing. Sunday-school teachers must not be permitted to 
attempt their work without instruction, Those who 
work for the children, in the home or in the Sunday- 
school, ought to know more than they yet do about chil- 
dren ; ought to be taught about children, taught wisely 
and taught persistently. 

We are prompted to these words about children by the 
appearance of a new volume on the whole subject, under 
the title of “Our Child:en,” by the Rev. Dr, Atticus G. 
Haygood, for some years the Sunday-school secretary of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church S uth, and now presi- 
dent of Emory College at Oxford, Georgia. The volume 
covers ground that other writers have gone over before; 
but it covers it well, and it states freshly and forcibly 
truths which will never grow old, It treats of Childhood, 
of the Family, of Teaching and Training, and of the 
Sunday-school. It deals with principles and their appli- 
cations, It presents facis showing both the need and 
the value of the efforis for which it pleads. It suggests 
wise methods of service in both home and Sunday-school 
life. It isa book which every parent and pastor and 


Sunday-school teacher might read to advantage, and its | 


theme is one which none of them can affurd to under- 
value or ignore. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_——@———_— 


TROUBLED inquirer from Illinois opens an appeal 
to Christians in behalfof the Sanday-school in this 
manner: 


Why is it that Christians are not more deeply interested 
in Sabbath-school work? Do they not see that the aim of 
the Sabbath-school is to develop Christian character? And 
though there are individual instances, no doubt, in which 
their aim has been but poorly attained, yet the tendency is all 
in that direction. ev ' 

In this part of the country Christians generally are 
actively interested in behalf of the Sunday-school. No 
department of Christian activity includes so large a share 
of the church-membership as does the Sunday-school. 
Indeed, unless a church-member is interested in the Sun- 
day-school, we have serious doubts of either his intelli- 
gence or his piety—or of both. 


An intelligent Bible student in Iowa, who has been 
looking over a number of the popular commentsries 
on the fourth quarter’s lessons from Acte, has this word of 
suggestion, which may interest others: 

Counsel any who may ask advice, to save their money on 
Stier’s Words of the Apostles. It is of little value in this 
work. Abbott [Lyman Abbott on Acts] is good. So is 
Wheedon. So, also, is Alford. Alexander is verbose. Lange 
is German! Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, are fair. 

We add, that Hackett on Acts is careful and critica), 
and Jacobus is popular, Vaughan’s Church of the Firat 
Days, Conybeare and Howson’s L'fe-and Epistles of St. 
Paul, Macduff’s Footateps of S:. Paul, and Bonar’s Bible 
Thoughts and Themes on Acts and the larger Epistles, 
have their value as side lights on the lessons. Bengel’s 
Gnomon of the New Testament is always helpful and 
practical. 

The sketch of Dr. Brooke's address at the Lynn Con- 
ference, on “ Tae second coming of Carist,” as published 
in THe TiMEs for August 19, has attracted nota little 
attention. Indeed, the theme itself is one of living iater- 
est. A friend from Connecticut writes for extra num- 
bers of that paper, saying as he does so : 

I send for Tue Tres on account of its Advent showing. 
The article must set forth the truth respecting the matter 
[because it presents the specific Bible teachings on the sub- 





ject]. Men think they can control or defer death, but no one 
can think of delaying the coming of Christ. But what I am 
interested in is this: Did the apostles expect the Saviour to 
come in their day? It would seem that they did. 

Assuredly it would seem 8°. Nor is it strange. Jesus 
said of this event: ‘“‘ Bat of that day and that hour know- 
eth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” When Jesus had as- 
cended into heaven, the angels said to his watching dis- 
ciples: ‘‘ This same Jesus which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” From that hour the disciples 
looked in hope for the return of their Lord. They ex- 
pected it, and waited patiently for it. It is still delayed ; 
but it is to-day nearer than ever before. “‘ But, beloved,” 
says Peter, ‘‘ be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise as some men count slackness,” The word of 
Jesus to his people is now, as before: ‘“ Behold, I come 
quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be.” “Blessed are those 
servants, whom the Lord, when he cometh, shall find 
watching.” 


From Lancaster, Eagland, comes this word of dissent 
from our opinion, expressed, not long ago, in this column, 
that the officers of a church should oversee and direct 
the Sunday-school of that church: 


Dear S1r: I disagree with the answer given by you to the 
question, “ Should the session of a church govern a Sunday- 
school, when the members of the session do not work in the 
school ?” 

The scriptural duty of submission is in harmony with jus- 
tice and common sense, 1 Cor. 16:16. “Submit yourselves unto 
such, and to every one that helpeth with us and laboreth.” 
Laborers in any field of Christian work are to submit to 
their fellow-laborers in the same field, and to them only. All 
other pretence of authority is mere foolish usurpation,—pride 
and folly, and an arrogant love of meddling. 

This is a question I have considered and weighed, and 
ofien prayed over, for thirty years. 

Yours very faithfully, 
THomAs JoHNSON, 


Our English brother seems a trifis more democratic 
than the average American, He would insist on such 
an equality in service as would bring every church offi- 
cer to an actual share in the specific labor of each depart- 
ment of the church he represents. We think that where 
a church has its Sunday-school, the expenses of which it 
meets, and for the teachings of which it is responsible, 
that school should be under the direction of the govern- 
ing agency of that church. The same principle would 
apply to city missionaries or tract distributors or indus- 
trial-school worksra. If they were set at work and sus- 
tained by the church, the church officers should, we 
think, be entitled to direct their movements and opera- 
tions, even though none of the elders carried around 
tracts or threaded needles. But there are differences of 
opinion on these points, 


A Oalifornia worker cff-rs these criticlams on the 
interesting sketches by Mrs. Oooper, of the Chinese 
missions in San Francisco: 


I should like just to whisper two or three words about Mrs. 
Cooper’s articles on the Chinese question, I think she hardly 
does our community justice, as she has shown, so far, only 
one side—and that the worst—of the story. Now, 1 know 
that our youths are not all “hoodlums.’”’ I have a dozen 
in my Sunday-school class, whose ages run from fifteen to 
nineteen, and I think they will compare, for gentlemanly 
behavior, with any similar number in any class of society in 
any part of America or England. I do not think one of 
them would molest a Chinaman any more than I would, 
And, after residing here over ten years, during which I have 
seen these poor heathens often eadly ill-used, I can testify that 
I have no recollection of ever seeing a Protestant boy 
maltreat one of them. Practically, it is safe to assert that 
the abuse of Chinamen is done by the Catholic Irish. It is 
so exceptional for any others to be concerned in this business, 
that it does not need to be taken into account. If what I say 


be true, do not Mrs. Cooper’s articles leave a wrong im- 


pression? A part of the truth may be good, but the whole 
truth is a great deal better. Now, it is but right that your 
readers should know that a great effort is being made by the 
Prutestants here to convert these heathen. I have never 
heard of the slightest efforts being made by the Catholics 
towards this end, Indeed, I think the priest who should pro- 
pose to his flock to work in a Chinese Sunday-achool would 
endanger his own safety and stand a chance of martyrdom. 


We are glad to give place to this letter, not because 


we deem it necessary to the understanding of Mrs, 
Oooper’s articles; but because we desire to emphasize 
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the truth which this correspondent affirms so strongly 
It has never occurred to us that the statements by Mrs. 
Cooper of the needs of the Ohinese in San Francisco, 
and of the opposition, by the worst elements in society 
there, to their evangelization, would be looked 
upon as reflecting in any degree on the good 
mame of the Ohristians of the Pacific coast. 
Indeed, Mrs. Cooper has written as a Oalifornia 
Christian worker, and has told of the activity of other 
Ohristians of her city and ‘state to Christianize, and to 
minister to, the heathen at their doors. We have deemed 
her reports a tribute to the zeal and faithfulness of Oali- 
fornia Christians, and we think they have been so ac- 
cepted generally. Of the “ hoodlums,” who were soready 
to persecute and assail the Chinaman, she has spoken as 
“* California specialty that can scarcely be classed 
among the genus homo.” We are sure that our readers 
have not supposed that these “hoodlums” were the aver- 
age Sunday-school boys of the Pacific coast. But we are 
glad, we say again, to add our own testimony to that 
which our new correspondent bears to the high character 
of those who represent a pure Ohristianity in California, 
or who are directly under its influence. After visiting 
nearly every state in the Union in connection with San- 
day-school work, the writer of this paragraph can say, 
most heartily, that nowhere has he found more earnest, 
more devoted, or more intelligent Christian workers 
than in Oalifornia. He knows them to be, as a class, 
consecrated, enthusiastic, and progressive. He has seen 
practical Sanday-school work there which is hardly 
equaled and not excelled, in the United States, The mis- 
sionary efforts of California Christians in behalf of the 
unevangelized Chinese about them he has looked upon 
as a cause for grateful rejoicing throughout the nation. 
Nothing that has been said, or that may be said, in these 
columns, either editorially or in the way of correspond- 
ence, ought to be taken as expressing any other estimate 
of the Christian character and conduct of our brethren 
in the Lord on the Pacific coast. 








CONCERT EXERCISE. 


— 


SEED-TIME AND HARVEST. 
BY MRS. H, F, EATON, 
Singing : 
Prayer: 
Singing : 


With songs and honors sounding high. 


Sow in the morn thy seed. 
CONCERT EXERCISE. 


And he again to teach by the seaside: and there was 
gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, 
and sat in the sea; and the whole mult.tude was by the sea, on the 
land. And he taught them many tnings by parables, and said unto 
them in his doctrine, Hearken; behold, there went out a sower to 
sow (Mark 4: 1-3). 


First Teacher : 
The sower soweth the word (Mark 4:14). 


Superintendent : 


And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell yy the way-side, and 
the fowls of the air came and devoured it up (Mark 4: 4), 


Second Teacher : 


When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and under- 
standeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart. This is he which -received seed 
by the way-side (Matt, 18: 19). 


Superintendent : 
Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth; 
and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of 


earth: and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away (Matt. 13: 5, 6), 


Third Teacher : 
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; 
who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with 
ladness; and have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a 


me: afterward, when affliction Ay ay ariseth for the word’s 
sake, immediately they are offended (Mark 4: 16,17), 


* And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up;and choked 
it, and it yielded no t (Mark 4:7), 


Fourth Teacher : 


And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 
the word, and the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruitful (Mark 4: 18, 19), 


And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up 
and increased, and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and 
some a hundred (Mark 4: 8), 

Fifth Teacher : 


And these are they which are sown on und; such as hear 
the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some 


sixty, and some a hundred, ,.. Ifany man have ears to hear, let him 
hear (Mark 4: 20, 23), 
Singing : 
: Hear the words our Saviour hath spoken. 

Superintendent : School: 

Whatsoever a man soweth,— : That shall he also reap (Gal. 

7p 

Superintendent : School : 


They that... sow wickedness, §§ Reap the same (Job 4: 8). 





Superintendent : School: 


To him that soweth righteous- Shall be a sure reward (Prov. 
ness,— 11:18). 
Superintendent : School: 

He that soweth iniquity, — Shall reap vanity (Prov. 22:8). 
Superintendent : School : 

He which soweth bountifally— Shall reap also bountifully (2 

.Cor. 9: 6). 

Superintendent : School: 


He that soweth to his flesh,— Shall of the flesh reap corrup- 


tion (Gal 6:8). 
School: 


Shall of the Spirlt reap life 
everlasting (Gal. 6: 8). 


He that soweth to the Splrit,— 


Superintendent : Sshool : 
They that sow in tears,— Shall reap in joy (Psa. 126: 5). 
Superintendent : School: 


He that goeth forth and weep- 


Shall doubtless come again 
eth, bearing precious seed ,— 


with rejoiclog, bringing his 
sheaves with him (Psa. 126 : 6), 
Superintendent : School : 

In the morning sow thy seed, For thou knowest not whether 
and in the evening withhold not shail prosper, either this or that, 
thine hand,— or whether they both shall be 

alike good (Eccl. 11 ; 6). 


Singing : 
Work, for the night is coming. 
Superintendent : 
Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe (Joel 3: 13). 
School : 
~ 3 that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame (Prov. 
: 5). . 
Superintendent : 
5 me harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few (Matt. 


School : 


Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest (Matt. 9: 38), 


All: 
The field is the world (Matt. 13: 88), 


Singing : 
The world is God’s great harvest-field. 
Superintendent : 

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So 
then. neither is he that planteth ony thing, neither he that watereth ; 
but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth aud he that 
watereth are one; and every man shall receive his own reward, ac- 


cording to his own labor. For we are laborers together with God 
{1 Cor. 3 : 6-9), 


Teachers : 


And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not (Gal. 6:9), 


School : 
Without me ye can do nothing (John 15: 5). 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 


always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 15: 58). 


Teachers : 


Say not ye, There are i four months, and then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, Lift op your ones, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to harvest (John 4: 35). 


School: 


And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal; that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice 
together (John 4: 36). 


All: 


And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth 
(John 4: 37). 


Singing: 
One more day’s work for Jesus, 
Superintendent : 


And he said, £o is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast 
reed into the ground (Mark 4 : 26), 


School: 


And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how (Mark 4: 27). 


Superintendent : 


For the earth bringeth forth frait of herself; first the blade, then 
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear (Mark 4: 28). 


School: 


But when the fruit is brought forth. immediately he putteth in 
the sickle, because the harvest is come (Mark 4:29). 


Superintendent : 


And I Jooked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one 
sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the 
somes crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust 
in thy sickle. and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for 
the harvest of the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust 
in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped (Rev. 14: 14-16). 
Superintendent : 

Another nee put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field; 
but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 


wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and 
‘brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also (Matt. 18: 24-26). 


Teachers : 


He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the field is the 
world; the good seed sre the children of the kingdom; but the tares 
are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are 
the angels (Matt. 13; 37-39). 


Superintendent : 


As therefore the tares are 


thered and burned in the fire; so shall 
it be in the end of this world. 


The Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend,and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them intoa 
furnace of fire (Matt. 18: 40-42), 


Teachers : 


Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Who ears to hear, let him hear (Matt. 18:48 


Singing: 


What shall the harvest be? 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


(Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.] 





CONVENTION CALENDAR. 





Canada, Provincial, at Belleville, Ont...................0ctober 10-12, 1876. 
Michigan, State, at OWASHO........c.:csccssessessseereees September 26-28, 1876, 
Vermont, State, at St. AIDAMS...........ccccccccessssceseeeees October 10-12, 1876 
Maryland, State, at HagerstOwn........scsssssssssssseeees November 8, 9, 1876. 
New Jersey, State, at Salemn..........c.cccssssecoreesoees November 14-16, 1876, 
New Hampshire, State, at Laconis..................+++..-December 4-6, 1876, 








NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Oan., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Cavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 86 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 P.w. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. 0. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.m., in the Y. M. CO, A. Hall. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Warren 
Street M. E. Church, every Saturday at 8p.m. Led by R. E. Selmes. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M.0. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A Rooms, No. 83 Fifth Avenue, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. ‘ 

8t. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Pil- 
grim Congregational Church. Led by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Reaser. 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congrega- 
tional church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 

Burlington, ‘Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M.0. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 





AN OHIO DISTRICT CONVENTION. 


NDER the auspices of the Ohio Sabbath-school 
Union a district convention was held on the camp 
ground of the Cincinnati Methodist Episcopal Conference 
near Loveland, Ohio, August 24,25, These grounds, 
embracing sixty acres, are on an eminence overlooking the 
Marietta and Cincinnati and the Little Miami Railways. 
To the natural attractions of the spot, which is properly 
named Loveland, art has added many comforts and em- 
bellishments. To this delightful retreat, in response to 
the call of the committee, headed by Mr. Abner L. 
Frazer, President of the State Association, the earnest 
workers of Hamilton and the several adjacent counties 
came, The rain of the first day prevented the coming 
of many others, and compelled the holding of the exer- 
cises in the tabernacle. 

“ The Situation in Ohio” was faithfally pictured, and 
“The work to do,” indicated by the president, who dwelt 
on the fact, that, notwithstanding the great good already 
accomplished, and the thousands annually saved in the 
Sabbath-schools of the state, six-sevenths of the popu- 
lation are not identified with Sabbath-schools at all, and 
a large proportion of this number is without any reli- 
gious instruction whatever. 

Other important subjects were discussed, and much 
time was profitably occupied in social conference, The 
interest, however, seemed to culminate in the address 
of the Rey. Dr. J. M. Walden, one of the editors of the 
Western Christian Advocate, on “ The necessity of Sab- 
bath-schools to the state,” in which the speaker showed 
that the perpetuity of our republican government de- 
pends on an enlightened public conscience and a con- 
sequent respect for civil law, and that in the Sabbath- 
school, more than anywhere else, this requirement is 
met, : 

At the conclusion of the convention, as a closing ad- 
dress and a summing up of thoughts, suggestions, and 
resolutions, the Rev. T. M. Hopkins, of Xenia, was called 
upon to enforce the precept of the wise Teacher, “ What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,” 
He began by ssying, facetiously, that he thought the 
committee were getting things strangely confused when 
they placed a Methodist on the stand to make an argu- 
ment, and then called on a Presbyterian of the bluest 
kind to follow, to arouse and enthuse. He then went 
on to make a most encouraging address, full of solid in- 
struction, and sparkling with wit. By resolution of the 
convention these last two addresses, though delivered 
entirely extemporancously, are to be reproduced as 





ee See are 











September 16, 1876.]' 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES: 


603 
— - 








nearly as possible, and published in pamphlet form for 
circulation. 

After a few stirring farewell addresses, the convention 
adjourned. This was one of a series of D/strict Conven- 
tions designed to be held all over the state in accordance 
with our motto, “ More and Batter Work for Jesus.” 

The proposed inter-state Sabbath-school Assembly, or 
Institute, composed of the states of Ohio, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia, was in- 
vited to these grounds. 





OTHER GATHERINGS. 


N reporting;the last meeting of the Wittenberg Synod 
of the Lutheran Church, at Tiffin, Ohio, The Lutheran 
Observer says of its Sanday-school work : 

The day devoted to the consideration of Sunday-school 
work was the great day of the feast. So well were the min- 
isters and people entertained, that it was unanimoualy re- 
solved to devote the second day of the next annual meeting 
to the Sunday-school cause. This will probably become a 
permanent regulation in the synod. Separate Sabbath-school 
conventions have probably figured too conspicuously of late 
years, and there has been a manifest tendency in some locali- 
ties to a divorcement of the Sabbath-school from the church, 
At our synods, the church is represented by the ministers and 
an equal number of lay delegates, who act for the church, 
and there can be no danger of fostering a spirit in Sunday- 
school workers tending to develop the Sunday-school as a 
separate and independent organization. 


Inthe Presbyterian Banner's report of a Sunday-school 
conference held August 31, on the Oastle Shannon Camp- 
meeting grounds near Pittsburgh, Penn., these notes of 
exercises are worthy of consideration. Mrs. T. J. Gil- 
lespie in conducting a normal class on “ Primary teach- 
ing,’ developed the following points: First, Kuow 
thoroughly yourself what you attempt to teach to others. 
Second, teach a pure theology ; children can understand 
the truths of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. Third, 
teach plainly. Don’t soar above the children’s heads. 
Fourth, do not make the mistake of supposing that in 
order to do this you must descend to mere baby-talk. 
Fifth, Review thoroughly. Mr. J. H. Baldwin showing 
“ How to study a lesson,” suggested : First, Use the best 
commentaries you can find. Here, as elsewhere, the best 
is the cheapest. Second, Bagin early in the week. Third, 
Use a good reference Bible. Fourth, After you have 
compared Scripture with Scripture, then use other helps, 
—commentaries, dictionaries, etc. Fifth, Ask, What les- 
son does the Spirit intend to teach. Sixth, Select illus- 
trations carefully. Mr. J. D. Carlisle added: Study 
prayerfally, seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Begin 
your study early ; keep at it patiently and perseveringly. 
Do not be discouraged. Study all through the week. 
Study for practical uses of the truth ; for lessons adapted 
to the personal needs of your scholars, 





IN PROSPECT. 


SSEX County, N. J., holds its annual Sunday-school 
convention at Bloomfield, on Wednesday, October 25. 


It is proposed to hold a general convention of mem- 
bers of ‘‘The Women’s Union Missionary Society,” at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., in October next. 


Of the seventeen conventions of the fall campaign of 
the Illinois Fifth Sunday-school District, the following 
are yet to be held: 

For Pope Oounty, at Golconda, September 27, 28, 

For Hardin Oounty, at Elizabethtown, September 29, 30. 

For Gallatin Oounty, at Shawneetown, October 2, 3. 

For Saline County, at Harrisburg, October 4, 5, 

Lhe campaign is to close with a District Convention at 
McLansboro’, Hamilton County. 


A congress of the Protestant Episcopal Church is called 
to meet in Boston on Tuesday, November 14. On the 
opening morning the Rt. Rsv. Dr, Paddock, Bishop of 
Massachusetts, will administer the Holy Communion, 
and take the chair as president of the congress, Ar- 
rangements of topics and speakers have been made, 
according to the published programme, as follows: For 
Tuesday, November 14: “ The true place of art in Chris- 
tianity.” Writers—Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D., and 
Charles C. Perkins, Speakers—Professor Weir, and Rev. 
J. Henry Hopkins,§.T.D. ‘“ Foreign missions under our 
present knowledge of non-Christian nations; their morals 
and their religions.” Writers—Rev. John Cotton Smith, 
D.D., and Rev. John N. Gallaher, 8.T.D. Speakers— 
Rev. Alexander Crummell], D.D., and Mr, Edward W. 





Olark. For Wednesday, November 15: “ The relation of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church to freedom of religious 
thought.” Writers—Rav. James De Koven, D.D., and Rev. 
E. A. Washburn, D.D, Speakers—Rev. William Rudder, 
D.D., and J.O. Ropes, Esq. “ The relations of secular and 
religious education.” Writers—Dr. Eliot and Rev. Henry 
A. Ooit, D.D. Speakers—Mr, Henry Alvord and Rev. John 
W. Kramer, D.D. For Thursday, November16: “The 
morals of politics.” Writers—Rev. Edwin Harwood, D.D., 
and Hon. J. W. Stevenson, United States Senate. Speakers 
—Hon, A. H, Bullock and Hon. James Emott, “The just 
liberty in the adaptation of the cervices to the varied wants 
of the people.” Writers—Rev. D. H. Greer, and Jonathan 
Edgar, Esq. Speakers—Rt. Rev. William W. Niles, D D., 
Bishop of New Hampshire, and Rt. Rev. H. B. Whipple, 
D.D., Bishop of Minnesota. For Friday, November 17: 
“The prevention and cure of drunkenness.” Writers— 
Dr. Tyler, formerly superintendent of the McLean 
Asylum, and H. A, Hartt, M.D. Speakers—Rev. R. 
Heber Newton and George O. Shattuck, M.D. “ Revi- 
vals and Ohristian nurture.” Writers—Rev. Richard 
Newton, D.D., and Rt. Rev. William ©. Doane, D.D., 
Bishop of Albany. Speakers—Rev. Arthur Brooks and 
Rev. C. Maurice Wines. 


The Ninth Annual Convention of the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations of Pennsylvania, will be held 
at Danville, September 21-24, the opening session at 3 
P.M., and the welcome meeting on the evening of the first 
day. 

The Pennsylvania Central, the Philadelphia and Erie, 
and their branches, including the West Penn, the Bald 
Eagle, and the Northern Central Railroads, have granted 
orders for excursion tickets. These can be had by per- 
sons from the west, of R, A. Orr, Young Men’s Christian 
Association, Pittsburgh, by stating the route desired and 
the names of the delegates coming. Those from the east, 
by similar statement, can obtain orders from Thomas 
Marshall, Young Men’s Obristian Association, No. 1210 
Ohestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Railroad have granted 
excursion rates over their lines, which can be obtained 
by applying not later than September 21, at the ticket 
offices of their principal stations, 

For rates over the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg Rail- 
road, apply to H. H. Chapin, Young Men’s Christian 
Association, Scranton. 

For rates over the Cumberland Valley Railroad apply 
to Andrew Blair, Carlisle. 

The following, among other subjects, will be consid- 
ered, each to be opened by an experienced worker in a 
paper, or an address, followed by general discussion : 
“‘ How can we promote the study of God’s word in each 
department of Association work?” ‘Associations in 
small places,—how made permanently useful?” “ In- 
quiry-meetings,—how best conducted?” “ Inquirers,— 
how shall we deal with them?” “Union meetings in 
the smaller places,—how conducted so as to secure co- 
operation and to do the most good?” “Young con- 
verts,—how helped in Christian work ?” 

Prayer for the Holy Spirit to manifest his presence in 
all the meetings is solicited, and delegates are asked to 
come to the convention filled with his power. 

The call is issued on behalf of the Executive Oom- 
mittee, by H. K. Porter, John Wanamaker, James A, 
Beaver, and 8, A. Taggart, State Secretary, 








PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


HE Friend, of Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, in its 
issue of Jaly 4, appeared as an American Centennial 
number, with appropriate headings and material. 

—With the consent of the lieutenant-governor of Ben- 
gal, a New Testament in the vernacular, was last year 
presented by the Calcutta Bible Society, to every gov- 
ernment school and college in the province under his 
rule, 

—Street preaching, or preaching upon the docks, is 
strictly prohibited in Copenhagen, but Mr. A. Wollesson, 
the sailor’s preacher, gets permission of captains, and 
preaches with all freedom upon their decks, to their 
crews and other listeners. 

—On the second Sunday in August, the Rev. Mr. 
Spurgeon preached in the open air at Strone, upon the 
banks of the Clyde, The Presbyterian churches of the 
vicinity suspended their services so that their people 
might hear the great preacher. 

—Letters from missionaries in India tell of great in- 
convenience experienced in their work during the past 





summer, by the unusual intensity of the heat. The 
temperature of the chapels at evening services has fre- 
quently been over one hundred degrees Farenheit, 


—A correspondent of The National Temperance Advo- 
cate, writing from Ningpo, Ohina, states, that the use of 
intoxicating drinks among the Chinese, is increasing so 
alarmingly, that the existence of the native churches is 
greatly endangered thereby. The missionaries are taking 
active measures to check the evil, 

In the cheering reports of the crops harvested in 
many parts of the West, The Presbyterian Monthly Record 
finds cause for thanksgiving, and for spurring its readers 
to work. Prosperity in those sections means new settlers, 
new homes, new fields for missionary effort, and new 
companies crying out, ‘‘ Come over and help us.” 


—Meetings under the direction of the Young Men’s 
Ohristian Association of Jacksonville, Fla., are held in 
their rooms at Polk’s Hall, in the order, and at the times 
here mentioned. 

Bible Class, Sunday mornings at9 A.M. Union Gospel 
service, Sunday afternoons at 5:30 P. M. in summer, and 
4:30 P. M. in winter. Literary, Musical and Social gath- 
erings, Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. 

—The Calcutta Bible Society has existed sixty-four 
years. During this time it has issued one million five 
hundred and twenty-eight thousand three hundred and 
twenty-one copies, or partial copies, of the Scriptures. 
This gives an average of twenty-three thousand eight 
hundred and eighty copies per annum, The issues of 
1854 exceeded those of any other year, the number then 
amounting to fifty-six thousand and thirty-two copies. 

—Major Oole, the Ohicago evangelist, and his family 
rested for a few weeks during the summer with Obristian 
friends at Ramornie, Fifeshire, Scotland. The Christian 
says that much quiet work has been done in that vicinity 
by cottege meetings, wayside conversations, and visita- 
tions among the sick and the poor. Open air meetings 
have been held on Sabbath evenings upon the grounds 
of Ramornie, and many of the neighbors have attended. 


—From Eastern Persia, Dr. Holmes writes to the 
Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board : 

The country here is in a very unsettled condition. Mur- 
ders and robberies are ofconstant occusance, . . . The events 
in Turkey are creating a wide-spread feeling of disaffection 
among the Mussulmans towards their religious opponents, 
and we meet with many indications of an unfriendly spirit. 
We fear no immediate outbreaks upon the Christians, but we 
feel the need of acting with careful prudence. 


—In 1874 no less than one hundred and twenty-eight 
English ships were sent to sea, feom which no word ever 
came back. For the first six months of 1873, the official 
report of wrecks showed 728 lives lost on the shores of 
the United Kingdom ; 1,850 lost away from their shores, 
and 1,025 men estimated as lost upon missing ships.—a 
total of 3,603 fathers, sons, and brothers lost in six 
months. The Sailor's Magazine, while finding many 
other valuable suggestions in these facts, sees a strong 
argument for pressing mission work among the seamen. 

—tThe benefit of publishing religious intelligence was 
recently illustrated at the Falton Street prayer-meeting, 
by this incident, given in the New York Observer : 

“ Eight years ago to-day, in this place,” said one, “I was 
born again. I had been accustomed to read the weekly 
reports of the Fulton Street prayer-meeting to my aged 
mother, as they appeared from time to time in the Observer. 
Each time she would beg me to go,—at least to go once. At 
length I yielded, and the first time I came the Lord moved 
my heart to seek forgiveness of my sins through Jesus, and I 
left the meeting a Christian man. The years that have fol- 
lowed have been years of peace and joy, and it is my delight 
to-day to enjoy with you the noontide hour of this, my 
eighth spiritual birthday.” 


The full force of Methodist preachers is thus stated in 


Zion's Herald : : 
Itinerant Local 
Ministers. Preachers. 


In United States........s:sssee ibileethien 20,453 24,384 
British Wesleyan ............:0sssssesesseeeseees 2,589 13,720 
Trish Wenleyan..........0...-cocccsscscssseseeee 185 800 
French Wesleyan .......::-.+:1+ssseseesaperseees 27 96 
Australian Wesleyan.........-:+ssssssseseesees 362 750 
British Primitive ........cccccccscssrsseseseccees 1,020 14,838 
Methodist New Connection Church ........ 158 125 
United Methodist Free Churches ........... 354 3,428 
Bible Christian Churches .......sssssseeses0+ 274 1,747 
British Wesleyan Reformed Union......... 538 104 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada... 1,004 1,027 
Other Methodists, not included above...... 380 420 





Grand total.......ccesssssssersseessesssneees 27,591 61,474 


—A missionery of the American Snnday School Union 
in the far West, writes thus toan Eastern Sanday-school, 
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contributing to his work: Would you like to have a 
story of my boys and girls? They live everywhere about ; 
some in “ dug-outs,”—holes in the ground ; some in “ sod- 
houses,” —built of turf; some in little log-houses ; a few 
in houses roughly made of boards, little better than big 
dry-goods boxes. “ What do they wear?” Well, not 
much; many are barefooted, some bare-headed and 
bare-legged. “Where do they sleep?” Well, not all 
their nests are feathered, I assure you ; most have plenty 
of straw ; some have corn-husks; a few are glad to get 
corn-cobs, ‘ What do they eat?” Mostly, corn-bread ; 
generally they can get coffee, but without sugar. For the 
rest, they are “ waiting to grow up with the country.” 
* How do you make Sunday-schools?” Generally, in 
in school-houses, We always make much of singing to 
gather and keep them, though sometimes it is more 
wofal than joyful, “ Do your boys and girls love Sun- 
day-schools?” If you should ask them, they would reply 
* You bet,” So much do they love the school that nearly 
every One tries to learn the lesson, Out of one hundred 
and eleven in schools visited by me last Sabbath, nearly 
ninety could recite the titles, golden texts, and central 
truths, Oould so many in your school doit? ‘“ How 
many children are in your schools?” Perhaps ten thou- 
sand; but there are seventy thousand outside, They 
swarm around me wherever I go. They love to hear of 
Jesus, Willie brings his playmate to me, and says, be- 
seechingly, “Here’s Jamie! he never heard about 
him.” Susie brings Nellie, and tells me, “She don’t 
know it;” and all the time I am telling them about him, 
my heart goes out to him in the entreaty, ‘‘O Lord Je- 
sus, help!” I cry to the American Sanday School Union, 
too; and there comes some children’s or school’s contri- 
bution to supply books, papers, primers, cards, etc , to 
my children, to tell them more about Jesus, I know 
you'll love my boys and girls, and am almost sure you’ll 
double your gift next time; and fifty dollars don’t go near 
around, though it helps a big lot as far as it goes, 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


__ <_- 


Historical Studies, By Eugene Lawrence, New York: 
Harper & Brothers,—Into this handsome octavo, with ita 
large, clear type, gilt top, and sober covers, Mr. Law- 
rence has collected ten articles which he has printed 
from time to time in Harper's Magazine. Mr. Lawrence 
is doing very vigorous and faithfal work in the cause of 
good education and liberal politics. He is asincere and 
well-informed man, who is not ambitious to excel as a 
mere rhetorician, and who, notwithstanding his intense 
detestation of the methods and men of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, cannot exactly be called a partisan, From 
long, deep, and earnest study of history he has come to 
the conclusion that the whole Romish spirit is one 
thoroughly bostile to the spirit of modern, and especially 
American, progress and institutions, It will be difficult 
for Dr. Shea, the contributors to The American Catholic 
Quarterly Review, and other Roman spologists, to refate 
his statements, fortified as they are by copious historical 
references. And yet we cannot wholly commend this 
volume, which is entirely made up, with the exception of 
essays on the Ohurch of Jerusalem and the Greek Church, 
of papers bearing on the relations of the papal powers to 
sundry episodes in modern history. Mr, Lawrence does 
not write dispassionately, and he turns something of 
Macaulay’s fervid eloquence into the exhortations of a 
special pleader rather than a calm spectator. An historian 
ought to have opinions; bu! Mr. Lawrence seems to have 
such a fear of Jesuitry as to make him afraid of the 
common arts of the honest opponent of error. We ad- 
mire his courage and spirit, but we regret that he some- 
times disarms himself from the very bravado which is 
born of intense hatred. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
“& Oo.) 


PAMPHLETS. 


The best publications are not always bound for perma- 
nent preservation, In pamphlet literature there is much 
which ought not to be overlooked by one who would 
keep abreast of the times. We notea few pamphlets 
which have been awaiting our special attention, 








In the “ Fifth Annual Hand Book of the Oecentral 
Presbyterian Church, of Erie, Penn.,” are plans and hints 
of church work which sre worthy of attention in many 
another field than that for which they were originally 

repared, 


Ja “The Christian Worker,” originally published in 
numbers by the Montreal Young Men’s Christian Asao- 








ciation, are seventeen sermons by prominent Canadian 
and Eoglish clergymen, together with other matter of 
minor importance, 


Eben Shute, of 36 Bromfield Street, Boston, repub- 
lishes from THE SUNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs the “ Temperance 
Concert Exercise” by E. C. Silsby, also the ‘ Messages 
on Temperance to the Sunday-schools of America,” from 
John B, Gough and Dwight L. Moody. The latter isa 
valuable campaign document for the temperance cause, 

Fall reports of the latest Maine and Nebraska Sunday- 
school conventions are published. The first-named 
gathering was at Belfast, May 25, 26; the other was at 
Fremont, June6 8. David Cargill, of Augusta, is cor- 
responding secretary of the Maine Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation; I. P. Gage, of Fremont, holds that position in 
the Nabraska Association. 

Bright thoughts out of the writings and sayiugs of 
Norman Macleod are given as“ Scotch Pebbles,” from 
the press of The Milton Pablishing League, of Montreal. 
The collection contains many good things,—good how- 
ever or whenever used. But some of its excerpts are 
clearly quoted out of their proper connection, so that 
they are liable to misrepresent their author. 


T. D:Witt Talmage’s sermons are sure of readers, 
whether the sermons are published in the weekly papers, 
in the occasional pamphlet, or as collected in bound 
volumes, His “Temptations of Summer Watering 
Places,” as based on John 5: 2, 3, put the truth of its 
theme so clearly that it may be hoped it was a word in 
season to not a few who are now returning from their 
summer vacations, 


An enterprise, worthy of imitation elsewhere, is shown 
in the “ Third Annual Report of the Union for Home 
Work of Hartford, Conn.” The mission of this Union 
is eminently practical, Details are given of work in the 
Boys’ Reading Room, the Girls’ Reading Room, the Day 
Narsery, the Sewing School, the Ciothing Club, and the 
Coffee House, Mrs. 8. J. Cowen is president of the organ- 
ization, and Mrs, General Franklin is its secretary. 


* Potter and Clay” is a sermon by the Rev. J. Baldwin 
Brown, of London, which has been the cause of no little 
controversy and sharp criticism. It is now republished 
by the Milton Pablishivg League, of Montreal. The es- 
timate of its correctness of doctrine depends quite as 
much on the view which the reader takes of what the 
preacher would have said if he had said more, as it does 
on his understanding of what was said by the preacher. 


The “ Proceedings of the Twenty-first Annual Oon- 
vention of the Young Men’s Christian Associations of 
the United States and British Provinces, held at Toronto, 
Oatarlo, July 12.16, 1876,” gives not only a sketch of the 
proceedings referred to in its title, including reports of 
addresses, but also reports and statistics of interest and 
value, In fact, it presents an exhibit of the progress and 
work and present condition of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations throughout the United States and 
British Provinces. 

No number of “The Tribune Extras,” in pamphlet 
form, offsrs more that is of practical vslue to our citizens 
generally than does No. 33, with its “‘ Independence Day 
Ovations and Poems.” This includes the orations of 
William M. Evarts, Charles Francis Adams, Robert C. 
Winthrop, Richard 8. Storrs, and Henry Ward B:echer, 
together with Bayard Taylor's poem. It is a thesaurus 
of patriotic utterances well worthy of being kept always 
at hand by those who would bear in mind what they 
have to be grateful for in our national history and life, 
and what is their duty as good citizens. 


Advertising agents are both liberal and skillful adver- 
tisers. They know the value of advertising, and they 
understand how to advertise. Goorge P. Rowell & Co., 
of New York, for instance, not only issue their mammoth 
‘American Newspaper Directory,” which gives each 
year a full exhibit of the American newspaper world, but 
they publish a weekly edition of the “ American News- 
paper Reporter and Printer’s Gazette.” N. W. Ayer & 
Son, of Poiladelphia, send out, annually, their “ Manual 
for Advertisers,” containing information of much value 
to news paper publishers and advertisers, while their ‘‘ Ad- 
vertiser’s Guide,” which appears evary quarter, supplies 
material of interest not only to those classes but to the 
general reader. The Oentennial edition of T, 0. Evans's 
“ Advertising Hand Book,” from Boston, is really au at- 





tractive pamphlet, with its cover of red, white, and blue, 
its newspaper and magazine lists, and its hints to adver- 
tisers. The “‘ Advertiser’s Manual,” by E N. Freshmen 
& Brothers, of Oincianati, shows that firm to be as en- 
terprising and as intelligent as its Eastern competitors. 


Among the most important contributions to the his- 
torical literature of our country, in this Oentennial year, 
are historical sermons, with their personal reminiscences 
and facts of local interest. If brought together, these 
would supply material for history which could not other- 
wise be secured. Here, for example, are two sermons by 
the Rev. Thomas L. Shipman, of Jewett City, Conn.; 
one giving a half-century sketch of the Congregational 
Church in his village home, and the other nsrrating 
“ Reminiscences of a long ministry.” Both sermons are 
rich in historic incidents, concerning, not only the 
churches and ministers, but the social customs and peca- 
liarities, of the psople of eastern Connecticut in the first 
half of this century. Iadeed the ground covered is more 
extensive than this ; for Mr. Shipman was a missionary 
worker in South Carolina fifty years ago, and later was 
settled over a parish in western Oonnecticut. His 
memory of persons and events is remarkably clear, and 
he has an attractive manner in reproducing them. There 
are pleasant touches of humor, as when he tells of. the 
absorbing interest in “long staple’ and “short staple” 
cotton in his Southern fisld, which prompted a preacher 
in announcing his hymn to say, “Piease to sing the 
ninety-fifth psalm in long staple” ; and again of old Dr, 
Emmons saying toa young man who complained that 
the Doctor did not remember him, “Well, you don’t do 
anything to make anybody remember you.” The ser- 
mons, as a whole, are good specimens of a class of valu- 
able historical literature. 


Another valuable historical sermon from Connecticut 
is “ The Ooncio ad Olerum,” preached at Norwalk, June 
20, before the General Association of the state, by the 
Rev. Charles Ray Palmer, of Bridgeport. It reviews the 
general progress of the century,—progress material, in- 
tellectual, and moral. It gives a bright-side view of the 
picture, and its exhibit and reflections thereon are stimu: 
lating and helpfal. Concerning the valae of theological 
controversies it has this fresh and encouraging thought : 

Another way in which Christian thinking undergoes modi- 
fication is through theological controversies. To many minds 
such events are unmixed evils, profitless contention of breth- 
ren. Students of the history of opinion see clearly that 
whatever evils are incidental to conflicts of this kind, they 
are the crucibles in which much that impairs the force of 
truth is refined away, and the truth in refulgent purity is 
made to appear. The contending parties often begin in the 
adyocacy of half-truths, and end in disclosing to the world, if 
not tothemselves, far broader views than have been previously 
taken. One hundred years sgo, the Coryphens of American 
theology, he who first gave it a distinctive character, had been 
some eighteen years deceased. His pupils and friends, who 
developed his views, Drs. Bellamy and Hopkins, were living 
and active. Bellamy’s great pupils, the younger Edwards 
and Dr. Smalley ; and Hopkins’s pupil, Dr. West, were in 
their prime. Dr. Emmons had been some years a pastor 
and was soon to commence his long career as a theological 
instructor. President Dwight was a tutor at Yale. Dr. 
Griffin was a child of six. Dr. Lyman Beecher was an in- 
fant. Dr. Channing was not to be born for four years. Dr. 
Taylor for ten. years. President Finney for sixteen years. 
Dr. Bushnell for twenty-five years. These statements reveal 
at once how vast an amount of non-historic theological dis- 
cussion was then but commenced. Three-quarters of the 
century, at least, may be said to have been filled with it. 
Some war or rumor of war of this kind all the time attracted 
public attention more or less, sometimes absorbed it. The 
century began in the middle of the American controversy, 
In its first decade begaa the Universalist controversy. In 
its second quarter arose the Uaitarian controversy. In its 
third waged the conflict which rent the great Presbyterian 
communion and divided the New England theologians into 
hostile camps. Many less notable and more local contro- 
versies might be recalled. These cannot in this connection 
be reviewed in detail. But that the general result of all has 
been the improvement of theology in manifold directions, is 
a luminous fact. A list of the topics of discussion com- 
prises nearly all the more important subjects of Christian 
inquiry. And what is as noteworthy as any gain of pre- 
cision in doctrinal statement, or the making good of any 
distinction or advanced position, is a most marked improve- 
ment in the general spirit and the approved method of theo- 
logical thinking,—namely, in the fact that it is more con- 
scious of catholic sympathies; it is more scholarly in its 
tone; it builds more by biblical and exegetical studies; it is 
less scholastic and deductive. The consensus, therefore, 
grows ever broader, the differentiw are less acrimoniouely 
insisted on, 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed 
under this head. The interests of our readers will 
guide us in making further notice.| 


History OF Evrops. By Edward A. Freeman, 
D.C.L..1L.D. With maps. (History Primer 
Series.) 16mo. pp 150. Cloth. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. #orsaleby Claxton, Remsen 

&@ Haffelfinger. 

HINTS AND HELPS IN WOMEN’S TEMPERANCE WORK 
By Frances K. Willard. (Second edition.) 16mo. 
pp. 120. Paper 25 cents. New York: ‘ihe Na- 
tional Temperance Society and Publication 


House. 
AMONG THE Beane: or, Minnie Weston’s Astronomy 
Class. L. G@. Smith 16mo. pp. 


ary 
130. ‘cloth Pi Pa ladziphia 
Publication Society. 

DANIEL DERONDA. By George Eliot. In two vol- 
umes. Vol. 2. 12mo. pp 427. Cloth, $1.50 
ag? York: Harper & Brouhers. For sale by J. 

B. Lippircott & Co. 

THE THREE Bripes. By Charlotte M. Yonge. 12 
mo. pp. 504. Cioth. New Ycrk: D. Apple'on 
&Co. Forsale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffel- 
finger. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 


Fisk samples of glass bending are to be 
seen at — — & Oo.’s, Cincinnati, O. 


American Baptist 














SABBATH SCHOOLS cannot do better in 
the way of libraries than by purchasing 
the Life Illustrated Library, published by 
the American Tract Society. It contains 
seventy-five volumes, and is sold to schools 
for $20.00 net. A large variety of choice 
books for libraries at the usual discount. 
Depository, 1512 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 








An editorial correspondent of The Chicago 
Times, in speaking of the Grand Union 
Hotel of New York, says: “This hotel 
has gained a wide popularity both on ac- 
count of its eligible situation—it being 
directly opposite the Grand Central Depot 
—and the excellent manner in which it is 
kept. By stopping at this house, guests 
save the heavy expense of carriage hire 
and expressage, baggage being carried to 
and from the depot without charge. It is 
first-class in every respect, and yet the 
rates of charges are lower than at any 
other first-class house in the city. It is 
conducted upon the European plan.” 


Stages and cars pass the hotel constantly | 


to all parts of the city and to Philsdel- 
phia depot, Its patrons will have to be a 
little careful that they do not get into an 
inferior house adjoining. 

W. D. GARRISON, Manager. 








SPECIAL NOLICES. 





SUNDAY-8SCHOCOL BooksTORE.—A gentleman edu- f 
cated in the b ok busine-s wishes a s tuation as 
manager, correspoudent, clerk, or reviewe of Son- 

oor. -school books. Unexceptiv mable Senet 
offered es to character and capacity. Address H 
W. BILL 326 Bedford Avenue B: ooklyn, N.Y. 





SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER. —Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with ci:cular 
describing its Turkish, Russian, and E’evtrical 
Baths, etc., will be seut on application. Nervous, 
Lung Female, and Chrouic D'sea-es a specialty 


Lapostant To ressuns VisiTine New YORK Us 
THE CENTENNIAL.—Grand Union Hotel, o te 
Grand Central De from 


to an 
this depot to Ho’ t rooms. Ele- 
vator. Euro 


a. supplied 4 
the best. Cars and 5 
this Hotel for il parts caer the city, and to antel. 
phia Depot for Centennial. 


CONFECTIONERY, 


Stephen F. Whitman 
& Son, 


CHOCOLATE 
CONFECTIONS, ) 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA. 





t. 
free. 
Le 











FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS, 
8S.W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


—_. 


Branch manufactory, MACHINERY HALL, Ex- 
position Grounds, AMERICAN DEPARTMENT, 





Review Chart for Third Quarter. 


Superintendents who desire to have a satisfactory review of the 
present quarter’s lessons, will do well to send for the Revirw Cuart, 
prepared for Tum ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY, and printed separately, in 


large type, on strong sheets, 3$ by 5 feet. 


Many superintendents 


send early for these Revizew Cuarts, that they may use them during 
the current quarter, and thus make their final reviews a greater 


success. 


This chart will be —_ ee on a of 50 cents. 











Responsive Review Exercise. 


The Responsive Review Exercise published in Tue Scnoxars’ 
QuARTERLY is also published in sheet form, for use in the Sunday- 
school, either as an opening exercise, week by week, or as a quarterly 


review exercise in connection with the Review Chart. 


T uis exercise 


contains responsive readings on the lessons of the quurter; also an 
outline plan of the Chart, with questions thereon, 


Price per 100 copies, 75 cents. 


Published at the office of The Sunday School Times. 


A 
ddress JOHN D. 


WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


610° tice, esanoridieallle STREET. PHILAI JELPHIA. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 








~ FOUR GIRLS AT CHAUTAUQUA. 
By Pansy. #1 50. 


The best selling book of the se-sou. The first edi 
tion sold in three days. The third thousand ready. 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, Boston. 


LIBRARIANS! 
Hubbell’s Centenvial Library Record-Book 


will save one-half your time, and prevent mistakes 
By a very simple arrang-ment, the record of any 
school under 700, or 60 ciasses, is kept on the two 
open pages. Size of book omy !2 by 18 nehes Try 
it, and you will use vocther. Price, postpaid. $1. 00. 
Lasts one year. Address CHAS L HUBBELL, 
49 Porisea Street, New Haven, Conn. 


“MUSIC BOOKS. 


For Musical Societies, Conventions, etc. 


Male Voice Glee Book ($1.00, or 89 per 


* dozen.) By 
W.O. PERKINS Just published; alasge number of 


new Glees ard Quai tes of the very best quali y. 


Emerson’s Chorus Book. “3.0755 


* yer dozen.) 
By L. O. EMERSON. 411 the choruses ere first-c.ass, 


and wortuy of practise by the best singers. 


People’s Chorus Book. (005° Rt 


dozen.) or 
mixea yoices. The glees and churuses are all 
* gems.’ 














For Choirs, Singing-schools, Conventions : 


H ($1.88. Per dozen, $'2 00 ) 

The Salutation. By L.O EmERson. Hymn 

tunes Anthems. and Music for Singing-Cla.ses, 

One of the best Church Music Books of our publi- 
cation. 

(7 cents, or $7.50 per dozen ) 

The Encore. 3) {°O" Emunson’ Designed 

especially for Singing-schoo!s, for which it is an 

admirable book. 





For Schools, Academies, Seminaries, etc.: 
(50 cents.) By W 


The Whippoorwill. ©. Perkins. Filled 


with the bess of Songs for Common Schools, new, 
very brixht, and attractive. 


The High School Choir. (f°) 38 
School Song Book has appeared. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 
©. BM. Diwon & Oe.,|J. E. Ditson &@ Co., 
bt — }  SUCCHSSORS TO Lit & WALKIR. 
Ke Vork bhenensemmnennell 


ymin & Tune 3. 


FORTH 
sa cS SATU 
TAL SONGS 


Oe nes 
AL sun 





a ee 


pes SONGS 2” 


THE SOCIAL MEETINGS FAM 
gor Pocinen Dage- ierma ac. address the PROT 


xh, S BARNES & COMPANY.” 
ew York, ase cnnemus 


H. DIXON, 2 218. . Eighth 8 St., Enis. 
Manufacturer of Umb 

quarters for Novelties, Fans, — — 
tod Fancy Jewelry, Leather, Toilet, and 


Qzpamental tal Goods, at low prices. for name 
rasmober 


' 








PERIODICALS 


THE 


HOLDEN RULE, 


REV. W. H. H. MURRAY, Editor-in-Chief, 


Pastor of the New England Church, and Author of 
“ Adventures in the Wilderness.” “ Park Street 
Pulpit,” “The Adirondacks,” “The Per- 
fect Horse,” ‘ Deacons,” etc. 


Established last October, Taz GOLDEN RULE bas 
already won an wxprececented success, and this suc- 
cess has been wou on its merits. Its high character 
and low price have pushed it in the face of hard 
times, until its circulation is among the largest of 
any like paper in the country. 


THE GOLDEN RULE IS A RELIGIOUS PAPER, 


RELIGIOUS, BUT NOT SECTARIAN. 


Mr Murray’s Sermons are a feature of THE 
GOLDEN RuLE—being published weekly, in large, 
clear type These Sermons have been preached to 

The New England Church,” in Music Hall, dur- 
ing the past year, to the largest regular audience 
wath ered m the United States,and wiii be resumed 

ctober 


THE GOLDEN RULE is a POLITICAL PAPER. 


INDEPENDENT, BUT NOT NEUTRAL. It has positive 
opinions on the true policy of the nation, and one 
of the ablest corps of political writers connected 
with any paper in the country. 


THE GOLDEN RULE is an Agrieuliural Paper. 


Its Agricultural and Domestic articles have been 
quoted far and wide, in the press of the country. 


THE GOLDEN RULE is a LIVERARY PAPER. 


The Literary Department is in charge of experi- 

enced editors, whose contributions, and selections 
from current literati're serve to make it thoroughly 
entertaining and p upulax In sddition to the 
regula2 attractions of this department. in stories, 
skeiches, reviews, poems, etc.. Mr. Murray is writing 
to the paper a series of Letters from the Woods; 
and the next voinmeof the paper will aiso contain 
ead series of those sketches which, under the 


title o 
‘a ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS,” 
first gave him a national reputation. 


The Golden Rule is immediately popular 


with the best classes wherever introduced. It has 
been endorsed and recommend:<d by such men as 
Hon. Wm. A. Wheeler, of New York; Gov. A. H. 
Rice, of Massachusetts; Prest. Chamberiain, of 
Bowdoin College; Hon. Geo. B. Loring. of Massa- 
chusetts; Ex-Goy. Harriman, of New Hampshire; 
Hon. O. H. Platt.of Connecticut; Ex-Gov. S ewart, 
of Vermont, aud hundreds of representative 
ec lergymen. 

It antagonizes with no denomination, and is 
WITHOUT A BIVAL in its special field, as a Family 
Journal, maintaining first-ciass departments in 
Religion, Politics, Literature, Agriculture, and 
News. It makes no mention of an crimes, scan- 
dais, or rensations of any sort,and maintains a 
carefully supervised advertising department. 

WORK AND PAY FOR ONE 

SAND AGENTS. 

THE LARGEST CASH COMM'SSIONS. 

Experienced canvassers never had such a chance, 

Persons who wish Experience will not meet with so 
good an opportu ity. 

Men or Wemen Everywhere who want EMPLOYMENT 
for a week, a mc mth, ur pe rmaneitl ly. are offered THE 
CHANCE OF THE Y#AR! in connection wita 
THE GOLDEN RULE 


THOU- 


TERMS, $2.20 Per Year, Postage prepaid. 
Months for 60 cents. 


For sample copies, advertising rates, agencies, 
etc, address 


THE GOLDEN. ROLE: PUBLISHING CO., 


146 Tremont Street, Boston. 


Three 








THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


FOR TWO WEEKS. 


During the next two 
weeks a specimen copy 
of THE SCHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, for the 
third quarter (July, 
August, and Septem- 
ber), will be sent free 
to the address of any 
person desiring it. 





EDUOAT TOnAL. 


POTTER HALL, | 


ANDALUSIA, BUCKS COUNTY. PA 
A home Bearding-Sehoet for Little Boys. Founded by 
e late Rev. Ur, Wells 
Thirteen miles from Philadelphia. on Philadel- 
hia and Trenton Railroad, Location healthful, 
autiful, and easy of access from every dircetion. 
TER“S MODERATE 
Fall term commences MORE AY, ‘SEPTEMBER 
11, 1876 saat ty etc., aadro 
. ARM3, in. , Principal. 


GROVE HALL, 


Miss Montfort’s School for 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 


NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


ANANDAIGUA ACADEMY, Canandaigua, N. v.—A 

Boarding snd Da School for Young yn and 

Boys. Secures the highest advantages of instruc- 

tion with the safeguards and comforts of a Chris- 

tan home. Send for circular Opens September 7. 
N. T. CLARKE, Principal. 


wo PENN SQUABE ACADEMY, S.W. 
Broad and Market Streets, T. BRANTLY 
LANGTON. F Principal, enters September 18 upon its 
eighth year. Of the 300 pupils admitted, those who 
have graduated from the institution have been pre- 
pared for Harvard and Pennsylvania Universities, 
—for law, medical, and Sey schools, the count- 
-room, and industrial life. 
he localit is unsurpassed in Philadelphia, be- 
ing at the inter-ection of two of the widest streets 
in the city, and oecupying all the upper floors of 
the Third National Bank bui ding, there is afforded 
abundant opportunity for light and ventilation. 
The Teaching Force is ampie,and comprises gen- 
tlemen of wide experience and marked scholar- 


shi 
The Course of Ftudy, Methods of Instruction and 

Diseipline, Lectures, Drawing, French, German, 
Preparation for Coilege aid Business, Preparatory 
School, etc . etc., are ail fully discussed in the ( en- 
tennial Prospectus which will be mailed, free of 
expense, t> any address. 

‘The school will be open for inspection daily after 
Sertem ber 1. 

Reference: The Rev. George A. Peltz, Associate 
Editor of TH HE Sunpay ScHOOL Timzs. 





and COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Fort Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 
Offers a genial home to pop. \ls of both sexes, 
Select, thorough, successfu 
We expect success only bp aos eserving it. 
Fall Term begins Septem 
For particulars ay for +) and address 
REV. A. MATTICE, A.M., Principal. 





OXFoRD FEMALE COLL ¥GE. 

The tw 5 third year begins SEPTEMBER 13. 
This college has admirable buildings and grounds 
—high, healthy, and beautiful. The Professors and 
Teachers are among the best. Great attention is 
—_ to the regular course. This college is famed 
‘or its Music, Drawing, Painting, etc. Fourteen 
states represented last year. Terms moderate, For 
——- ~ Ble ase address the Presid: nt, 

_ RB. LD. MORRIS, D.D., OXFORD, OHIO. 


~ GLENWOOD INSTITUTE, 


Matawan, N.J. 
Presents superior attractions as a Home 
School for both sexes. Best of references for 
gg in all departments. Twenty-nine 
miles from New York, on N. Y. & L. B. R. R. 
Terms, 8300 a year. Fall Term begius September 
18th. Liberal discount to Clergymen. For circu- 
lar, address 

_CHAS, JACOBUS, , A.M, Principal. 


LASSELL SEMINARY 
FOR YOUNG WOMEN, 
Auburndale, (near Boston,) Mass. Delightful home. 


Special care ‘of health, manners, and morals. 
Ad ddress, CHAS. C BRAGDON. _Principal. 


QOuTH JERSEY INSTITUTE, Bridgeton, N.J. For both 
sexes. College preparatory; inst tute. classical, 
and scientific cou: ses Building brick; modern im- 
provements. Climate mild; very healthy. Instruc- 
tion thorough. Begins Sep' ember 6. Send for cata- 
logue. H. K. TRASK, Priu wane 


CAMPAI 
t Publish ner, Cinc inna 


Py INEERS and Engine Owners should all un- 
u derstand the ALLEN GOVERNOR. I1- 
lustrated circuls) s sent free. 8. B. ALLEN, Boston. 
RUB 1vT ou r 
WITH 

BRYANT’S PATENT SLATE RUBBER, 
which erases all Pencil-ma'ks without wetting the 
Slate or soiling the fingers! Oue ¢ozen seat free, 
by mail on receipt of 25 cents. Schools and #gents 
supplied at a discount by the pa&ntee and manu- 


facturer, 
BRYANT, 
20 North tint a Philadeiphia, Pa. 


PICTURES. 8Ox® 1, CARICATURES, £2 &e — 


wa M. DONAL DSON, Yr 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. ) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 ta -“.*-. 190 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, @1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
& year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as frat formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
acribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, should be careful to name notonly 
the post office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both ccunty and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce TH Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subscri- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are past rs or superiniendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who isa subscriber of THs 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Parser for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Parser accordingly 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of Tas TrmEs. 


Orders for this PareR ean be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of THE TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAP. 
100 Copies, one month, a $ .60 
100 “ one year, - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - § 6.25 
100 ad one year,- ~- - . 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadel- 
phia, to John Wanamaker, as fullows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholar's Quarterly, one year, . 1s. 6d. 


These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





The New York Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. 
M. ©. A. Building, 

EK. P. Wane, Agent. 





are not subscribers ? 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


That every pastor, superintendent, and 
teacher may become acquainted with THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, the paper will be 
sent, postage free, to any new subscriber for 
three months for twenty-five cents. 

If you value THE TIMEs will you not 
make this offer known to your friends who 


Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





ntemnemteinmneients 














PERIODICALS. 





THE 


BAPTIST (MUN, 


A TWENTY-PAGE WEEKLY 


LIBERAL BAPTIST PAPER, 


Representing the great ONWARD 
MOVEMENT among Baptists 
toward 

Christian Liberty and Union; 

Comprehension without Compul- 
sion ; 

Diversity without Division ; 

Loyalty without Proscription ; 

Fellowship without Dictation. 


It publishes Spurgeon’s Sermons, an Ex- 
position of the International Sunday-school 
Lessons, and general family reading, with 
Religious and Secular news. 


Terms of Subscription, post-paid. 


One Year, if paid in advance,. . . $2 50 
If not paid in advance, . . . .. 275 
Two new subscribers, or one renew: 

and one new, .... .; 4 50 


Five new subscribers, andonerenewal, 12 00 


SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. 
Address 


BAPTIST UNION, 


No. 37 Park Row, New York. 








Bargains in Wrapping Pa and 
Twins. ne kK. Ww. HALL. 
1 Hawley Street, Boston. 


PATENTS Seeemeenee 


procured with promptness arid on reasonable terms, 


JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 





a@- Call or send for Book of Instruction.-68 





ix Fourts 8r., below Chestnut. 











BNEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The IDEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The Sunday-school as it is and as it should be, 


By the REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 

This “Ideal Sunday School,” is built of REAL 
fragments, gathered by observation and experi- 
ence. No pastor, superintendent, or teacher can 
afford to be without it. In cloth, 75; in paper, 30. 
Mailed on receipt of price. 

Contents.—Preface; The Ideal Sunday School; 
The Ideal Superintendent; The Teachers’ Meet- 
ing; Social Helps; Time of Ideal Sunday-school; 
Place of do.; Exercises of do.; in do.; Li- 
db System of do. With an Appen of Print- 
varieties) on tinted 
its. 


Helps for the Sunda ool. 
ple sets of these Helps ( ie 
mailed, pre’ for 30 cen 
Send for descriptive 


HENRY HOYT, 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
FOR THE TIMES. 
BY THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD. 
PRESBYTERIANS AND THE REVO- 
LUTION. 








By the Rev. WILLIAM P. BREED, D.D. 


16mo. Price, 75 cents. 


The Centennial year naturally awakens histor- 
ical interest and research, and in this volume the 
relations of Presbyterians and Presbyterianism to 
the American Revolution will gratify an honest 
pride in their forefathers, and awaken tude to 
God for his goodness to them, their church and 


country. 
JOHN A. BLACK, 


Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnut St., Philada. 








SAFES. 





FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


72x Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 





AS —The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
rices—Largest haces mm in America— 
Siaple article—Pieases every y—Trade continu- 
ally increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—Best 
inducements—Don t waste time—Send for circular 
to ROB’T WELLS, 48 Vesey St.. N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 


WHGAN'T, BE BEAT. Sacre Gar 





no twvu alike, your uame on them all, for 10 
ets.and stamp. A large spley paper and list 
of all styles with order, or paper and samples, for 3 
ct, stamp. G. B. Ullman & Co., 12 Winter 8t., Boston. 


HAYES, COULTER & CO., 


Manufacturers of 
Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARSGLEIZED SLATE MANTELS 
of the richest designs. Send for catalogue. 
1305 Chestnut Street, Phila. 








WORTH REPEATING. 


ANSWERED PRAYER. 
(M. M. H., in The Christian] 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways.—Isa. 55:8, 
I PRAYED, “Oh, may my darling serve 
my God! 
In this dark world make him a shining 
light.” 
He answered, “In the temple of thy God 
Thy child shall do my bidding day and 
night.” 





I prayed, “Oh, help him, Lord, to overcome! 
So shall he wear the victor’s crown at last,” 

He answered, “ One for him hath overcome, 
Who openeth heaven’s gate or shuts it fast.” 


I prayed, “Oh, may he ever walk in light! 
Keep thou his garments clean by thy strong 
hand.” 
He answered, “ Midst the crowd whose robes 
are white, 
Faultless before my throne thy child shall 
stand.” 


I dare not say, “Thou ’st answered all too 


soon 
My faithful prayers;” but this I would 
desire ; 
That thou would’st watch above the crucible, 
And purify me in the searching fire; 
And when no speck of dross or grain of tin 
Thou see’st, then, Father, let me also in, 





EXTRAVAGANCE IN 
FUNERALS. 
(Benjamin F. Taylor, in The Examiner and Chroni- 
cle.] 


Ne of ordinary means can afford 
to die, or at least to be buried, at 
present prices, It is a piece of extrava- 
gance not te be indulged in. It is some- 
thing strange how it comes to cost so much 
to get into the world before you have 
begun to be of any use, and to get out of 
the world after you have to be of 
any use, 

I mean to say that the extravagance of 
the age follows us to the grave ; that man 
a widow has robbed herself of daily b: 
to give her poor husband as grand a 
funeral as her neighbors, that he might 
ride for once in state who never rode at 
all. A little late for him to enjoy it, the 
demonstration is for : pores who never 
cared for him when alive, and who shall 
cry, “ A splendid funeral !” as the proces- 
sion creeps by like dots of shadow in the 
sunshine ; or, if not that, then because she 
takes this way of relieving her heart and 
expressing her sorrow, even as the Indian 
widow sometimes voluntarily sacrifices 
herself on the funeral pile of her dead 
husband. And neither of them is a rea- 
son, I know ofa funeral only yesterday 
of a poe laboring man of two hundred 
and forty dollars a year, whose faneral 
cost eight months’ wages. It was as if he 
had cut off the total income of his wife 
and children in an instant, and taken 
away with him two-thirds of a year’s 
wages besides. It certainly would have 
been very unkind of him, if he could have 
avoided it ; he would not have died, if he 
could have had his own way. Bat the 
unkindness comes in somewhere all the 
same. It is fathered upon the public sen- 
timent, fostered by vanity and pride, and 
not by grief and affection, that a man 
must be treated better after he is dead 
than he ever was in his life. 

Oar Irish fellow-citizans make a pageant 
of a faneral, if not a festival. They yield 
to nobody in their demonstrations of re- 
spect for the dead. Their processions are 
drawn out like an Alexandrine line, and 
their fanerals are a success. “Who is 
dead?” asked somebody, as twenty or 
thirty carriages filed along the street. And 
the reply was, “It is either some public 
dignitary or an Irishman. [ll inquire—” 
and it proved to be a porter in a down- 
town store! The love of an Irish mother 
for her children is a proverb, and I must 
respect the feeling with which she robs 
herself of the necessaries of life to give 
her darling what the world shall pronounce 
a fitting burial. 

Bat, say the objectors, “‘ what would you 
have? Shall we not honor our dead? May 
we not do as we please with our own?” 
And the answer is just this: let the funeral 
obsequies be conducted appropriately and 
well, but shut out vulgar extravagance 
from the severe presence of death. Let 
not the lavish expenditure of the rich in- 
vest dying with two terrors for the poor: 
first, the dread of death itself, and second, 
the dread of how they shall defray the cost 
of the funeral. 

Fiowers are beautiful and significant, 


ae 
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Placed in the hand or on the breast of the 
dead, strown upon the ccffin and grace- 
fully disposed about it, they become sin- 
less preachers in whom is no guile. It is 
pleasant to see a young girl lying amid the 
flowers she loved, the flowers that are s0 
like her. It is suggestive to see the strong 
man shorn of his strength holding a little 
flower in his dead fingers, How strikingly 
the likeness of the earthly fate of the two 
comes out when we see them together! 
But even this is carried to an excess that 
calls for censure. Oostly exotics are fairly 
stormed down upon the dead in oppressive 
profusion. It isa wholesale slaughter of 
the innccents because one man has died. 
I have no satisfactory statistics at command 
and if I had they would be more unsatis- 
factory still, but it is safe to assume that 
money enough is annually expended in 
this country in the purchase of flowers for 
excessive funeral decoration, and for 
princely casket and cortege, to support 
fifty thousand orphans for a round year, 
and to fill the failing cruse of fifty 
thousand widows. And so there is some 
show of justice in saying that this prodi- 
gality produces the suffering it does not 
relieve. 

Somehow yoda of floral offerings 
for our own dead always seemed to me a 
little like the paid mourners and weepers 
of earlier Eoglish times. But when these 
gifts come spontaneously from friends, just 
as they sprang from the earth, all thought 
of commercia! values is happily banished 
from the mind. 





RUSSIAN SUPERSTITION. 


[From Frazer’s Magazine.] 

Wee religious enthusiasm of the Rus- 
sian people, nowhere more evident than 
in Moscow, is a very important element in 
a thorough understanding of this side of 
the Eastern question. Except perhaps in 
Brittany and in the 9 provinces in 
Spain, there is nothing like it in Europe. 
In the RassoGreek Caurch solid 
images are not permitted, and the symbols 
of taith are generally worthless F pmpeen 
made to represent images as much as per- 
missible, by having stuffs wrought in thin 
gold or silver stuck upon the ting. 
The celebrated gate in the wall of the 
Kremlin is famous because a picture of 
this sort, The Redeemer of Smolensk, as it 
is called, is suspended above the high 
archway of brick. With an opera-glass 
one can discern a representation of the 
‘typical face of Christ decked in golden 
garb and nimbus. Even in these degene- 
rate days it is scarcely permitted that any 
one shall pass under this archway except 
uncovered. Jews and Mohammedans 
generally find some less sacred gate when 
they wish to enter the Kremlin—the Acro- 
polis of Moscow ; the Ozar himself never 
passes by any other way, and never with 
his hat upon his head. Bat it is upon the 
outer side of the Voskreneski Gate, in the 
Kitai-Gorodi, or ‘‘ Chinese town” of Mos- 
cow, that the most remarkable exhibition 

of religious feeling msy be witnessed. 


Before the stout wall of brickwork | £¢? 


which separates the outgoing from the 
incoming way is the Iberian Caapel (Iver- 
skaya Obasovnia), architecturally nothing 
but a large-sized hut of stone, on a plat- 
form raised by two steps above the road- 
way. From morning till night this plat- 
form is thronged, and the chapel overflows 
with a crowa chiefly composed of men, 
pressing, all bareheaded, and all with 
money in their hands, toward the narrow 
doorway of the little sanctuary. 

We were some time getting into the 
chapel, which will hold about ten people 
abreast, and is lighted by the flickering 
glare of ascore of candles. There is a 
step at the further end, and the wall oppo- 
site the door is resplendent with 
metal, except where the object of this ex- 
travagant devotion looks grimy through 
its framework of gold. Oda the left side of 
“the Iberian Mother of God,” which is 
the name given to this commonplace daub, 
supposed to possess miraculous powers, 
stands a long-haired priest—now and then 
relieved by another long-haired priest— 
who, hour by hour, in the name of the 
tinselled and jeweiled picture, and with 
blessings, consecrates the prayers and off- 
erings ot the faithful. Ouly the face of 
the Madonna is visible, and it is not easy 
to distiuguish her features beneath the 
dust of years. But not a minute passes in 
which the rattle of money failing to the 
uses of the Russian Church is not heard, 
or in which lips arenot pressed upon the 
framework or upon the rudely-wrought 
robes of beaten gold which conceal the 
picture to the neck. Suarely no lower 
depth of superstitious degradation was 





ever reached in connection with? Christian 
worship | 
One cannot be surprised that to a Turk 
» Fangs seems to = idolatrous wor- 
shiper ures, refining 
tion which the most etightentd bakers 
of the Greek Church c ffer concerning this 
exhibition is precisely ot the and dif- 
fers only in degree, from that wh 
be offered for tne idol worshipers of more 
southern and eastern lands. The p' 
~ = —- —— It was brought 
m Mount Athos, t 
hill peopled with whe gmt A sum 
of about £12000 a year is collected, and 
from this the salary of the Metropolitan 
of Moscow is 
Time was when in the ceremonies which 
recede Easter, the Czar used to lead the 
onkey upon which the Patriarch of Mos- 
cow rode, carry 
copy of the four — fc an ae 
ceremony is neglected, but we are given 
to understand that the Czar never enters 
this high ecclestical cffiter by praying st 
e officer raying at 
te of ‘‘the Iberian Stocher of 
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THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


FOR TWO WEEKS. 


During the next two 
weeks a specimen copy 
of THE SCHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, for the 
third quarter (July, 
August, and Septem- 
ber), will be sent free 
to the address of any 
person desiring it. 
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EST CHESTNUT 

aaa ene EET ane rma 
FOR Youne LA DI 
relorencen addnawe the Peineteai, Wretn 


CLASSICAL INSTITUTE, 

No. 247 South Thirteenth Street. 
Duties resumed September 11. 

The undersigned invites the atten:ion of 





rents 
to the extensive improvements made da the 
vacation, and we 4 to the change of entrance 
from Dean to enth Street. circulars ad- 


dress the Principal, J. W. FAIRES, D.D., 245 South 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


MOUNT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Cook County, IIl., 


Under new ent, will afford increased 
facilities for thorough education. Fall ea geene 
tember 14, 1876. Reference in Philadelp 
Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, editer SuNDay SCHOOL 

Times. For circulars address 
Capt. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, President, 


Washington Heights, I. 











AGENTS WANTED. 





$200 amonth. Outfit worth $1 free to agents. Fx- 
celsior Mf’g Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


a day. Employment for all. Cata- 
${0 00 focss treo Bacio scone 
LTON & CO., 119 Nassau 8t., New York City. 


TED Men to travel and sell goods to 
dealers. Wo peddling. $804 

month, hotel and traveling expenses 
paid, Mosrrom Masvractugine Co,, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


NEW, DEPARTURE, == 
Az Beda GA 











and town in the U. 8. ae 
to in MANUP $75 PER 


person to Bn GMANT & ob, Tass Home 4 ts} 


BOOK AGENTS! ny'Srot arte’ Oharice Duchy 


Warner, Mark Twain, Dr. Fish and others. Now 
is the time to secure territory. Catal sent free. 
Address AM.PUB.CO., Hartford,Ct., ,orCinn 








AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OU 


R 
WESTERN BORDER. 
A Complete and Graphic History of American DE Life 
Oo 24S GO- 
Its thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. Exoitin, 
Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women ani 
boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old and Young. Notadull page. No competition Enormous 
sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Ulustrated circulars free. 


J.C, McCURDY & CO., 268. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa. ; 





Men are $40 to $120 per week, our 
richly iilwstenoa work, d ptive parry en 
ling History, Resources, Wonders, and Curiosities of 


OCR COUNTRY 


and the Great ** Exhibition.” 1000 more agents 
wanted for this and “ Lifeof Livi tone” 
(over 100,000 sold, also new super-extra Bible, 2000 
illustrations. For full deecriptions and extra terms, 
write to BROS., Publ’s, Philadelphia. 


a sacred chalice and a | less than nine 





PERIODICAES. 
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TH E 


ONGREGATIONALI 


Price, $3 per annum, 
POSTAGE PAID. 


The editorial force of the 


Congregationalist 


is now stronger than ever before, and includes no 
persons, four of whom devote them- 
selves exclusively to this work. The articles by 
contributors are paid for at liberal rates, more 
money being thus expended on the 


Congregationalist 


than any other religious journal in the country, 
with haps one or two exceptions. Among our 
contributors are the followiug: 

Prof.Austin Phelps, D.D. Hon. Eliiu Burritt. 

Rev. E. B. Webb, D.D. Mrs. J. D. Chaplain. 

Rev. J. E. Rankin, D.D. Rev. W. W. Patton, D.D. 
Miss E. Stuart Phelps. Wm. H. Hooper, Esq. 
Rev. Geo. B. Willcox. Miss A. B. Harris. 

Rey. I. N. Tarbox, D.D. James W. Kimball. 

Mrs. M. F. Butts. Rev. Reuen Thomas. 
Rev. W. M. Taylor, D.D. Miss Phebe McKeen. 
Prof. W. M. Barber. Miss Philena McKeen. 
Hon. Neal Dow. Rev. W. L. Gage. 

Prof. M. B. Riddle. Alfred B. Street. 

Rev. J. T. Tucker, D.D. Mrs. R. D. C, Robbins. 


One of the most og ge features of THE Con- 
GREGATIONALIST is its pla: of = up from time 
to time, an entire ~ to one topic, such 
Sabbath, Revivals, the Fam. y, or Temperance. 


The news department is full and am embrae- 
= oy denominational intell: from 
of the a. Large space is given 

to the notices of new books and general notes and 
news . 2 literature. In its Wash m correspon- 


Congregationalist 
claims to be d by any religious journal 


in the country. e explanation of the Sabbath- 
school lessons for the year 1876 is by the editor-in- 
chief. The children’s department presents a 

variety, including puzzles, an article each week in 
large type for the youngest. and a “Children’s 
Miscellany.” The agricultural de ent will 
continue as heretofore under the c Tee of Hon. 
J. F.C, Hyde. While maintaining wi - a 
sound doctrine and the Congregational church 
policy, it is our careful and constant endeavor to 
make THE CONGREGATIONALIST @ paper that shall 
be attractive and readable, in distinction from one 
that may be called dry and heavy; and its variety 
and scope are such as to present more or less mat- 
ter of interest for all classes and ages, in every issue. 


W. L. GREENE & CO., 
PUBLISHERS, 


1 Somerset Street, Boston. 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


TEACHERS AND TAUGHT 


PRONOUNCE THE 


“Vineyard of Song” 


the best Music Book yet issued for 
practice and instruction in the art of 
Singing. 

The *“‘“VINEYARD OF SONG” has 
been recently revised, so as to embody 
twenty-seven pages of new and valua- 
ble material. The *‘“‘ VINEYARD OF 
SONG”? is a sterling work for Singing- 
classes, Conventions, Academie’, and 
Day Schools. 


PRICE, 75c.; $7.50 PER DOZ. COPIES. 


Sent by mail on receipt of 75 cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, PUBLISHERS, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 





91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


———_— 


—_ — 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
EstaMished in 1837. 

Superior Belfs of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings. for Churches, 
Schoola, Farms, Factories, , Fire 

Tower Clocks, etc. 
Ilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 E. Second St.,Cin. 








“OLDEST, LARGEST & BEST" 


Si-© ACCIDENT CO. 
| Ix 





AMERICA. 


RAVBLER 


Life and Accident 
INSURANCE (0, 


Cash Assets, - §$3,924,9/ 
CashSurplus, - $1,3 


The Travelers has in 12 years written over 
400,000 general accident policies. 

The Travelers has paid over 24,000 acci- 
dent claims, or one (o every 17 insured. 

The Travelers has paid in cash benefits to 
accident policy-holders, $2,400,000. 

General Accident Policies for the year or 
month written by agents at short notice. 

Best Life Insurance at low cash rates. 


The Travelers is managed by the same prin- 
cipal officers who started it, and is noted for liberal 
dealing and prompt payment of all just claims. 


JAS. G. BATTERSON, President. 
BODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 


Wm. W. Allen, Gen’! Agent and Attorney, 
112 South Fourth 8t., Philadelphia. 


S. G@. Wright, Special Agent, 
N. E. Cor. Third and Chestnut Sts. 


Agents Everywhere. 


38 
,390 19 





W. L. CARTER-—625 Walnut Street. 
FIRE AND LIFE INSURANCE 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY MAIL PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO, 


Be SURE 7) SOURS Si 








bes G-— This 
over 1600 certificates of good in force, 
Send to Home Office for rate cards and applica- 
tions, No. 261 South FourTH STREEr. 
’ 1825. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRB INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1826. 


Capital, #400,000,00, - += Assets, $1,559,858.76, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 








SUMMER RESORTS. 


CAPE MAY. 


The most delightfui Sea-side resort in America. 

Ta reached via the West Jersey Ratiroad in 2 hours 
and 2% minutes. 

EXCURSION TICKETS, good on day of issue or 
following day,—when issued on Saturday good to 
return on Monday,—#&.00. For sale at all offices of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Oo., in Philadelphia. 











JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 


re] HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices. Call and be convinced. 916 Arch gt. 


@ —Magnificent Chromos, 2}4 feet 
$10 FOR $1. one 2 cote, on 0h, #8 per 
Storm,” etc. Send $1.00 for sample, satisfaction 


teed. 
LL. Sutioate free. J. 
Publishers. 419 Washington Street, Boston, 


W. G. HOPPER. H. 8S. HOPPER. 


WILLIAM @. HOPPER & CO., 


BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
No. 27 South THIRD Street. 
STOCKS, BONDS, AND GOLD 


bought and sold on commission. Interest allowed 
on deposits. 
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THE 


Hstey Organ Leads the 


Tone full, noble, and exceedingly animating. 


Moscow. Rubinstein. 


Deserve the highest admiration. I consider them unsur- 
parsed by any I have ever seen. 


Vienna. 


Brunswick. Franz Abt. 


Exceedingly appropriate for religious services. 


Schwerin. Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. Warsaw. 


Excel in fine powerful tone. Berlin. 


Copenhagen. Ole Ball. 


I can play with exquisite enjoyment for hours on these 
beautiful instruments. 


St. Petersburg. 


Schlenitz. 


Annette Essipoff. 


Boston. 
I am surprised at their full, noble, and organ-like tone. 


Air-la-Chapelle. Pauline Lucca, 


New York. 
Surpassingly fine, and ran‘ far above any other manu- 
facture. 


London. Professor Aug. Wilhelmj. 





W orld 


Undoubtedly the finest of their class. 


Fr. Kucken. 


Noble tone, surprising power, and fulness with light touch, 
satisfy the greatest pretensions. 


Sophie Menter, 
D. Popper. 


Have been a teacher for a lifetime, but never found their 
equal in beauty and sympathy of tone. 


Anton Freyer. 


Like them better the longer I know them 


Professor Leonhard Emil Bach. 


Excel all in beauty cf tone and easy action. 


The Countess Brandis. 


Redeem reed instruments from harshness. 


Professor L. O. Emerson, 





Certainly the best I ever heard. 


Professor Geo. W. Morgan, 


After trial of twelve years, I cannot find their equal. 
Philadelphia. 


Park McFarland, Jr., Organist. 








MOST EXTENSIVE REED-ORGAN WORKS ON THE CLOBE. 


Address for beautiful Illustrated Catalogue, 


J. ESTEY & CO., Brattleboro, Vt, U. S. A. 








TH E sCHO LARS? QUARTERLY. 


FOR TWO Sania. 


During the next two 
weeks a specimen copy 
of THE SCHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, for the 
third quarter (July, 
August, and Septem- 
ber), will be sent free 
to the address of any 
person desiring it. 


THE NATIONAL PIANO!!! 


THE ONLY LOW PRICE, warranted, first-class, 714 
octave Rosewood Piano ever offered to the puDlic. 
Send for prices and illustrations, HORACE WATERS 
& SONS, 48! broadway, New York. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, N.Y. 





Manufacture a superior of Bells. 
Fy thet otentons ven to C TOR BELLS, 
ogues sent free. 





THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA, 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N. B.—J, Stewart Depuy, is not at 258 8. Seco: 
hut i with omar | Depay, m4, 


x ¢, AO. VAN-LENNEP, 


Montclair, N. J., 


-_ 

" LECTURES on OnrentaL 

. MANNERS AND Customs, 
CONDUCTS 8. 8. Institutes, 


8. 8. Normal Classes, 
And 8. 8. Work generally, 





The President of the BRYANT & STRATTON BUSINESS COLLEGE 
made arrangements so that parties desiring to attend this Institution during the progress of th 


UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION 


ean secure good board at the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numer 
objects of interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, wi 
out interfering with the regular course of study. Wo such opportunity Jor obtaining @ business education u.. i 
valuable general information will ever again he presented. For full particulars, address 

J. E. SOULK, President, 108 South Tenth Street, Philadelphia, P.. 


Philadelphia, has 
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hing Co., Box 5105, N.Y- 
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AGENTS WANTED, VISITING CARDS. 


WE PAY THE | BEST ~ COMMISSIONS. 

Do not engage on other books before 
sendivg for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 734 Wainut Street. 


NO MORK HARD Times. -ssc2.0 


Male or Female, to teil tie las 
LUSTRATED LORDS PRAYER. a real 
work of art. No daub. fells itself. Agents are 
making from $5 00 to $1500 per day. If you want 





Om FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
Ae) colors, by re‘urn mail, only 40 cents. FIUK- 
AbD & CO., Beth:rehem, Penn. 








Om FANCY vas, ty 11 styles, with name, 10c.’ 
med postpaid. J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. ¥. 


es oats Op 


40 Your name on 50 Mixed Visitin 





POSTMASTER, Mallet Cre k, 





P oof, I can furnish it. Send $1 00 and get the two 

a ong, watt circ ul-rs, terms, etc. Address REV. 8, eons omen Soe. ody alte 
Wil jamsport, Pa. Box 2512, white anak ~~ These are p prin tad 
‘ . & new enabling me to fur- 

850 to 8200 A MONTH al oR AGEN rs. mF as 1 eo onan you ever saw, at 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


The great inierest in all nations, and in our own 


prices never = before. No nicer 
work in the ond at an 
ae: CANNON, Boston, Mass. 


thrilling history oi 100 years, makes this book sell Address, w. 
faster than any other. 3 books in one, beautifully jt Mares s Wholesale Card House, 712 Washing- 
illustrated. Low price quick s.les, extra terms, ton Street, Boston, can be found the largest varie.y 


and choicest styles of type and cards in the world ; 

and for promptness in filling orders, and satisfac- 
tory work his establishment is un rivalled. Send 
him an order now, before you forget it. All your 
neighbors will want a pack of the cards when 
manele see yours. 


J.C, MCCURDY & CO, Philada. 


Send: for cireular, 
a Week to Agents. SAMPLES FREE 


$45 $7 P.O, VICK ERY, Augusta, Maine 


AGENTS WANTED. NEW NOVELTIES. 
justout. Catalogues free oe eon Novelty Com- 
pany. 290 PEAKL STREE!, ; 


aeay ob FIND THAT THE FULL HISTORY OF THE 
micron, MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain and America is a success every- 
where. All want it—rich or r. From 5to20 books 
a day’s work. It is the only complete work pub- 
lished, containing Mr. Moody” 8 Sermons and Pr 


| GAN AUT NG Iw 


Is the largest establishment of the kind in the 
United States, mtr A od nw ggg in New 
York City, and i in emg = Making their 
Meeting Toits, Sankey's Addroswos, and everything goods of Send for circulars and 
of interest. rtrait, 4 and 1 samples. 
Prices. Aittem i. b GOODSERED PENN ROOFING CO., 


eGo. 1's 14 Barclay Street, New York. 107 S. Second Si., Philadelphia, Pa. 











STOVE POLISH. 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 





This convenient little article does away with the 
uncomfortable old-style tight band around the 
body. It supports it, but does not impede respira- 
tion, and can be attached to any garment in five 
minutes, without sewing or any manipulation, 
For ease and comfort it excels anything ever in- 
vented. Sample mailed on receipt of 25c. Please 
mention THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs. 

GEORGE BET‘15S, Inventor and Manufacturer o 
Patented Novelties, 575 Broadway, New Tork, 

Agents a 





SECOND HAND CHURCH ORGANS. 


No. 75. Two Manueles, 32 stops, $1,500 
Ne. Sl. One Manuele, 17 stops, 1355 
No. 82. Two Manueles, 24 stops, $1,: 
No. S84. One Manuele, stops, #3100 
No. S85. @ne Manuele, stops, 408 
Neo, S6. ne Manuele, 4 stops, 15: 


For particulars apply to 
Ee. &4.G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 


KAUB, FRYMIER & EDWARDS, 


Buccessors to B. DORSEY & SON, 


Cina, Glass, abd Queeusware, 


Old Stand, 923 MARKET STREET, 
Are offering great inducements to purchasers of 
FRENCH CHINA DINNER AND TEA SETS, 
Plain and Decorated, choice styles and superior 
oA PORRIGN AND ag th ey gy 


Fain Cut, and 

cnneeally iene for cash, enab. 
us to at the lowest t cash prices. Particular a 
tention given to ey of China and Glass t hy 
order, in full sets or to match broken sets. 





pe of latest styles and best makes of Bilver Plated 
are, 





